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TEEN’S  TRAGIC  DEATH 
WILL  NOT  BE  FORGOTTEN 

SHOOTING  FOCUSES  ATTENTION  ON  CRISIS  FACING  MISSION  KIDS 


by  Victor  Miller  and  Jeanne  Hallacy 

II 

I can’t  believe  he's  dead...  I just  can’t 
believe  it,”  said  16  year  old  Mariah,  tears 
running  streaks  of  mascara  down  her  face. 
Mariah,  one  of  approximately  150  friends  and 
family  members  who  filled  the  room  at 


Driscoll’s  Funeral  Parlor  to  mourn  the  death 
of  13  year  old  Bayron  Alvarado,  was  in  a state 
of  disbelief  Like  many  of  the  people  gathered 
at  the  wake  of  the  Nicaraguan  youth,  killed  in 
a gang  related  shooting  incident  the  week 
before,  she  does  not  believe  allegations  that 
Bayron  had  joined  a local  Mission  district 


gang  the  evening  of  his  death. 

Mariah  spoke  with  us  on  the  condition 
that  her  identity  remain  anonymous,  obviously 
filled  with  fear  as  her  eyes  scanned  the 
sidewalk  outside  the  funeral  parlor  where  a 
police  car  kept  watch  for  potential  disruption. 

"I  don’t  want  them  knowing  who  I am,” 
she  said.  "They  could  come  back  and  get 
anyone  now."  She  described  Bayron  as  a 
charming,  open  teenager,  meticulous  in 
appearance,  well  liked  by  the  girls  and  always 
making  people  laugh. 

Inside,  Esperanza  Martinez,  45,  received 
the  condolences  of  visitors  with  a mechanical 
courtesy,  sitting  in  a dignified  vigil  before  the 
open  casket  of  her  son.  The  crime  was  serious 


enough  to  draw  the  attention  of  newly  elected 
Mayor  Frank  Jordan,  who  made  a surprise 
appearance  at  the  service,  embracing  Senora 
Martinez  and  making  assurances  that  justice 
would  be  done. 

At  approximately  6:30  PM  on  the 
evening  of  Saturday,  January  11,  Bayron  left 
the  small  apartment  where  he  lived  with  his 
mother,  uncle  and  two  siblings,  telling  his 
mother  that  he  was  just  going  to  the  comer  to 
buy  ioe  cream.  Family  members  assume  he 
joined  up  with  a group  of  friends  on  the  street 
on  their  way  to  Mission  Playground  located  at 
Valencia  and  20th  Street. 

At  9:30  PM,  Mission  Station  received  an 
see  page  4 
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DON’T  CALL  IT  FOLSOM 


RAIDERS  OF  THE  LOST  PARK  MAKE  A LATE  NIGHT  TRANSFORMATION 


by  Brian  Doohan 

N eighbors  of  the  Coronado  Playground 
squared  off  against  City  Recreation  and  Park 
Commissioners  twice  in  January;  the  second 
time  on  the  16th  when  a delegation  of  about 
75  descended  on  the  Hall  of  Flowers  in 
Golden  Gate  Park  to  justify  the  name  change 
of  the  playground  at  21st  and  Folsom  Streets. 

It  was  the  first  Commission  shebang 
since  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  took  office  and  the 
666th  regular  meeting,  and  by  the  time  that  the 
item  on  Coronado  Playground  was  concluded, 
the  seven  Commissioners  were  well  aware  that 
they  would  have  a devil  of  a time  justifying  a 
hoary  (but  undocumented)  policy  against  the 
renaming  of  park  properties. 

One  of  the  policies  of  the  Commission  is 
to  wait  six  months  between  a public  hearing 
and  final  decision  on  such  matters.  Thus,  they 
will  not  be  obliged  to  rule  on  this  before  July. 

In  the  earlier  January  7th  subcommittee 
meeting,  Commissioner  Sidney  Chan  had 
defended  a policy  of  naming  the  playground 
for  the  21st  and  Folsom  intersection  by 
reciting  a biography  of  alleged  General 
(actually  Captain)  Joseph  Folsom  from  the 
Encyclopedia  Americana,  concluding  with  the 
remark  that  Folsom  was  a hero  of  the  Mexican 
War.  The  response  of  the  predominantly 
Latino  crowd  was  astonishment  and  outrage. 

During  the  interval  between  meetings, 
press  accounts  of  the  fiasco  multiplied  and 
research  turned  up  holes  in  the  Folsom  legend. 
Examiner  columnist  Rob  Morse  uncovered  an 
1855  history  which  disclosed  that  Folsom  had 
fought  in  the  Seminole  Indian  Wars,  but  had 
spent  the  Mexican  War  as  receiver  of  all  funds 
collected  in  San  Francisco. 

“See,  he  didn’t  really  kill  Mexicans,  he 
just  laundered  money  taken  from  them,” 
Morse  explained  on  January  10th  and  went  on 
to  note  Folsom’s  profitable  career  as  one  of 
the  City’s  first  land  speculators.  "Folsom  did 
not  do  badly  at  all,”  Morse  concluded,  “except 
for  having  a prison  and  a prison  song  named 
after  him.  He  still  has  a very  big  street. 
Maybe  it’s  time  Jose  Coronado  got  his  due.” 

Coronado,  as  explained  in  last  month’s 
News,  served  as  the  recreation  director  at  the 
playground  until  his  untimely  death  last  May 
at  36.  He  was  also  a guidance  counselor  at 
McAteer  High  School  and  a soccer  coach  who 
took  local  youth  teams  on  tour  through 
Mexico  and  the  Southwestern  United  States, 
frequently  paying  their  expenses  from  his  own 
pocket. 

Thus  the  lines  were  drawn  for  this  666th 
Rec  and  Park  Commission  meeting  in  the  year 
of  the  500th  anniversary  of  Columbus. 
Following  routine  items  such  as  the  donation 
of  a surplus  vulture  to  a Santa  Rosa  game 
ranch,  and  in  advance  of  another  controversial 
battle  over  the  proposed  eviction  of  the  Haight 
Ashbury  Recycling  Center  (whose  supporters, 
massed  with  those  of  the  Coronado 
Playground,  overflowed  a very  large 
auditorium),  the  Rec/Park  staff  reiterated  its 


desire  to  name  a bench  and  an  unborn  tree  for 
Coronado  and  then  the  microphone  was  up  for 
grabs. 

Andrew  Solow,  one  of  the  neighbors  of 
the  playground  and  author  of  last  month’s 
News  item  on  Jose  Coronado  repeated 
excerpts  from  Folsom’s  biography  and 
exploded  the  core  argument  against  renaming. 
“This  park  was  not  named  after  Captain 
Folsom,  but  after  the  street...  by  default.” 

Claudia  Brisson,  the  attorney  for  the 
neighbors,  said  that  Chan’s  comments  were 
well  intentioned,  and  that  the  six  month 
waiting  period  would  be  a good  opportunity 
for  Coronado  supporters  to  show  that  their 
impact  was  not  fleeting. 

Among  the  many  speakerswere  Coronado 
colleagues  at  McAteer  and  in  the  Rec/Park 
department.  Mario  Chang,  a coach  and 
teacher,  noted  that,  before  Coronado’s 
appointment  twelve  years  ago,  the  park  was 
notable  only  as  a place  to  do  drugs  “To  you 
he  was  only  an  employee,  but  to  the 
community  he  was  important.” 

Coronado’s  brother  Oscar  said  Jose's 
contribution  was  to  the  whole  Mission,  not 
only  the  playground.  “Folsom  was  not  a 
person  who  helped  us.  My  brother  was.” 

Luisa  Esquerro,  a former  Rec/Park 
Commissioner  added  that  what  Jose  Coronado 
left  “was  a legacy  crucial  to  the  positive  self 
image  of  the  Latino  community." 

Several  of  the  speakers  were  former 


pupils,  whose  first-hand  accounts  were  of 
special  importance  to  the  Commissioners. 
Their  support  of  Coronado  Playground  was 
unanimous.  “A  tree  is  what  bums  will  urinate 
on,"  one  said,  “and  a bench  is  where  they’ll 
sit.” 

Coronado’s  sister  in  law  recalled  one 
small  incident  in  which  she  found  him  with  a 
bathtub  of  blue  dye,  putting  shirts  and  shorts 
into  this  tub.  When  she  asked  if  he  had  any 
idea  of  what  he  was  doing,  he  said  “no,  but  the 
kids’  uniforms  have  to  be  blue.  That  was  the 
kind  of  thing  that  he  was  always  doing." 

And  another  man  who  described  himself 
as  a "recovering  alcoholic”  dismissed  the 
playground's  old  name  with  the  comment  that 
“when  people  go  by  and  see  the  sign  Folsom 
Park,  they  think  ’prison’  so  they  vandalize  it.” 

When  the  testimony  finally  ended 
without  a single  Coronado  opponent,  the 
Commission  reiterated  its  six  month  waiting 
policy.  A suddenly  very  cautious  Sidney 
Chan  acknowledged  the  error  of  his  account 
but  said  that  it  was  the  fault  of  the 
encyclopedia.  Noting  that  the  testimony  had 
given  the  Commission  much  to  think  about,  he 
asked  the  philosophical  question  "How  do  you 
evaluate  two  men  from  two  so  very  different 
periods  in  time?” 

In  addition  to  Chan,  Commissioners 
Trent  Orr  and  Keith  Eickman  cast  votes 
against  Coronado  at  the  January  7th  meeting. 
Commission  President  Connie  O’Connor  and 


Commissioner  Santiago  Ruiz  expressed  some 
sympathy  for  the  proposal,  and  Ruiz  made  a 
motion  directing  the  Commission  to  set  aside 
the  original  staff  recommendation  against  the 
new  name  which  passed  unanimously. 

What  this  means  is  that  the  community 
response  has  already  had  the  effect  of  setting 
the  matter  back  to  square  one  Further,  it 
seems  the  Commission  is  now  looking  for 
ways  to  appease  the  neighborhood  while 
maintaining  their  increasingly  suspect  policy 
against  renamings.  Already  an  Western 
Addition  mini  park  has  been  targeted  by 
people  who  would  like  to  sec  it  named  for  the 
late  AIDS  activist  Jim  Foster. 

Obviously,  there  is  some  hope  on  the  part 
of  at  least  some  Commissioners  that  the  matter 
will  just  die  down  and  go  away.  But  early 
indications  are  that  the  opposite  is  happening, 
j Meetings  are  being  scheduled  with  members 
55  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  hope  of 
■*“  obtaining  a resolution  of  support 
> Under  the  City  Charter,  the  Commission 
“*  is  not  obligated  to  follow  the 

E recommendations  of  the  Supervisors,  the 
2 Mayor  or  even  the  voters  if  the  matter  were 
H placed  on  the  ballot,  which  some  supporters 
£ are  prepared  to  do,  if  necessary.  However. 
— such  a resolution  might  at  least  insulate  them 
O from  the  prospect  of  an  avalanche  of  renaming 
q requests,  of  which  some  might  be  frivolous 
(there  would  probably  be  little  support  for 
renaming  Dolores  Park  the  Bill  E.  Badd 
Official  Cool  Space). 

In  the  meantime,  Rec/Park  staff  have 
dueled  with  a shadowy  local  underground 
which,  three  days  after  the  first  hearing,  placed 
a neatly  stenciled  “JOSE  CORONADO 
PLAYGROUND"  sign  in  front  of  the 
property.  It  remained  up  for  more  than  a 
week,  was  removed,  replaced  again,  removed 
again  and  may  or  may  not  be  present  as  you 
read  this. 
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TEEN’S  TRAGIC  DEATH 

Continued  from  page  1 


anonymous  call  reporting  that  more  than  20 
youths  were  gathered  at  the  park,  confronting 
each  other  with  baseball  bats.  Police 
responded  to  the  call  as  an  “A”  priority  (threat 
to  life).  When  officers  arrived  on  the  scene, 
they  look  fifteen  youths  into  custody  while 
many  others  scattered  and  ran. 

According  to  Captain  John  Newlin  of  the 
Mission  Station,  officers  made  a thorough 
search  of  the  park  premises  for  weapons  or 
other  evidence  of  criminal  activity  but  found 
none.  Bayron  was  among  the  youths  taken  to 
the  Mission  station  three  blocks  away.  While 
in  custody,  he  allegedly  admitted  to  being  a 
member  of  the  1 1th  Street  Gang  and  stated  his 
age  as  16. 

At  approximately  10:30  PM,  after  an 
hour  of  questioning  by  the  police,  Bayron  and 
the  rest  of  the  youths  walked  back  toward 
Mission  Playground.  Eyewitnesses  saw  the 
group  running  north  down  Valencia  Street 
near  the  corner  of  21st,  where  Bayron  fell  and 
crawled  beneath  a parked  car.  Two 
individuals  wearing  hooded  sweatshirts,  one 
wielding  a handgun,  kicked  Bayron,  pulled 
him  part  way  from  beneath  the  car  and  fatally 
shot  him  twice  in  the  back. 

Police  arrived  on  the  scene  almost 
immediately,  but  witnesses  stated  that  the 
ambulance  took  ten  minutes  to  arrive. 

Ten  days  after  the  shooting,  police 
arrested  two  suspects,  believed  to  be  affiliated 
with  the  Bryant  Street  Gang  - Juan  Carlos 
Sanchez,  19,  and  a 17  year  old  minor  whose 
name  was  withheld.  Days  later,  the  suspects 
were  released  when  two  key  witnesses,  aged 
12  and  14,  rescinded  their  testimony. 
According  to  police,  tensions  had  been  ^ 
building  in  the  past  few  months  between  the  O 
11th  Street  gang  and  the  rival  Bryant  Street  ^ 
gang,  finally  resulting  in  the  death  of  Bayron  ^ 
Alvarado.  * 

The  tragic  death  of  Bayron  Alvarado  has  W 
provoked  heated  debate  regarding  gang  z 
violence  in  the  Mission,  police  policy  on  the  ^ 
release  of  minors  and  the  lack  of  community 
services  for  youth  in  this  low  income  district.  > 

MISSION  GANGS  g 

2 

The  Mission  is  “home  turf’  to  nine  5Z 
gangs,  including  two  based  in  the  Valencia 
Gardens  and  Bernal  Dwelling  housing  projects 
and  one  Asian  gang  operating  in  the 
northernmost  section  of  the  neighborhood. 
Estimates  on  the  number  of  Latino  gang 
members  in  the  Mission  are  between  300  and 
700. 

Officers  Mario  Delgadillo  and  Dave 
Elliot  of  Mission  station  outlined  the  various 
Latino  gangs  in  the  district,  broken  into  red 
and  blue  groups  characterized  by  the  color  of 
clothing  worn  by  the  members  (i.e.  bandanas, 
tennis  shoes  or  jackets).  The  blue  group 
includes  Folsom  Street  Posse,  Sur  Treces  (the 
13th  Street  Gang)  and  the  11th  Street  Gang, 
while  the  red  is  comprised  of  the  18th  Street 
Gang,  Bryant  Street  Gang  (aka  Bryant  Street 
Posse)  and  the  25th  Street  Gang  (a.k.a.  Little 
Park  Gangsters). 

Gang  members  range  in  age  from  11  to 
22  years  old.  the  majority  being  teenagers. 
Both  officers  stated  that  the  Mission  district 
has  experienced  an  increase  in  gang 
membership  and  the  level  of  gang  violence. 
“We  used  to  see  gangs  fighting  with  knives, 
fists  or  bats,  now  the  weapon  of  choice  is  the 
gun,"  said  Elliot. 

Gang  related  crimes  include  robberies, 
burglaries,  assault  and  car  theft.  Street  gangs 
are  often  offshoots  of  prison  gangs,  Delgadillo 
explained,  with  parolees  involved  in  gang 
recruitment  and  the  direction  of  criminal 
activity. 

“Younger  kids  look  up  to  guys  who  have 
served  time,”  he  said.  “Being  in  prison  makes 
you  better  than  anyone  on  the  street.  If  a 
young  kid  comes  out  of  jail,  he’s  already  been 
moved  up  a notch.”  One  city  official 
estimates  that,  of  the  3,000  parolees  in  the 
City,  as  many  as  1,000  are  located  in  the 
Mission. 

POLICE  POLICY  QUESTION 

Despite  the  magnitude  of  the  problem, 
the  City  has  failed  to  effectively  coordinate 
efforts  between  Mission  community 
organizations  involved  in  gang  prevention, 
street  cops  assigned  to  the  neighborhood  and 
the  Gang  Task  Force  located  at  850  Bryant.  A 


recent  City  policy  to  make  uniformed  police 
more  visible  on  the  streets  resulted  in  moving 
Officers  Delgadillo  and  Elliot  from  a 
plainclothes  undercover  detail  targeting  Latino 
gangs  to  regular,  uniformed  duty.  A typical 
10  hour  shift  may  require  them  to  answer  as 
many  as  30  - 40  miscellaneous  radio  calls, 
allowing  little  time  to  focus  on  the  gang 
problem.  Delgadillo  and  Elliot  arc  the  only 
Spanish-speaking  Mission  station  cops 
knowledgeable  in  dealing  with  the  Latino 
gang  problem. 

Captain  Newlin  indicated  a willingness  to 
change  the  station  policy  and  put  Elliot  and 
Delgadillo  back  into  plainclothes,  adding  that 
“you  should  understand  that  we've  put  a lot  of 
gang  members  away.  We’ve  worked  some  of 
these  cases  for  years." 


Mission  station  is  also  under  fire  as 
family  and  community  members  expressed 
anger  at  the  police  policy  of  releasing 
juveniles  taken  in  for  questioning  without  first 
notifying  their  parents.  “Everyone  is 
concerned  about  this  in  the  community,”  said 
a family  friend  at  Bayron ‘s  funeral.  “Why  did 
the  police  say  he’s  a gang  member  and  not  call 
his  mother?  He  was  just  a boy,  in  the  wrong 
place  at  the  wrong  time." 

Newlin  responded  by  stating  that  there  is 
no  official  police  policy  about  informing 
parents  that  their  children  have  been  brought 
in  for  questioning  and  that  “in  this  instance, 
we  had  no  reason  for  anticipating  violence.” 
He  also  pointed  out  that  San  Francisco  has  no 
curfew  law  for  minors. 

Ray  Balberon,  a well  known  youth 
worker  with  RAP  (Real  Alternatives 
Program),  an  organization  which  has  worked 
with  “at  risk”  youth  in  the  Mission  for  23 
years,  was  critical  of  the  way  some  youth  are 
erroneously  labeled  as  gang  members  by 
police. 

Balberon  maintains  that  many  Latino 
youth  are  unjustifiably  stigmatized  as  gang 
members  by  police.  “If  you’re  handcuffed, 
taken  in  and  held  for  two  hours  and  the  cops 
tell  you  'We’ll  let  you  go  if  you  tell  us  what 
gang  you’re  in,’  you  tell  them  you’re  in  a 
gang."  Balberon  added  that  Latino  youths 
taken  in  for  questioning  are  often 
photographed  and  have  gang  dossiers  opened 
on  them,  which  can  “ruin  their  lives  later  on”. 

The  Mission  district  has  the  second 
highest  percentage  of  youths  in  the  City  (an 
estimated  21-28%  of  the  Mission  population). 
Many  kids  in  the  Mission  live  in  single  parent 
households,  often  headed  by  non-English 
speaking  women,  who  work  long  hours  to 
support  their  families.  Bayron’s  mother, 
Senora  Esperanza  Martinez,  works  an  average 
of  15  hours  per  day,  often  returning  home  past 
midnight. 

Structured  late  night  recreation  centers 
for  kids  are  non-  existent  in  the  Mission. 
Community  leaders  charge  that  the 
neighborhood  has  failed  to  receive  its  fair 


share  of  resources  directed  towards  the 
development  of  youth  programs.  Bayron’s 
death  has  sparked  a scries  of  community 
meetings  coordinated  by  RAP.  According  to 
Joel  Robinson,  the  City  Superintendent  for  the 
Recreation  and  Park  Department,  at  least  one 
community  demand  will  be  met  this  month. 

“As  soon  as  we  can  hire  the  additional 
staff,  Mission  Recreation  Center  will  stay 
open  from  8:00  PM  to  2:00  AM  on  Fridays 
and  Saturdays,”  Robinson  said.  Community 
leaders  feel  that  The  Mission  Recreation 
Center,  located  at  21st  and  Harrison,  a five 
million  dollar,  vastly  underutilized  building, 
could  be  more  effectively  used  as  a 
neighborhood  resource  for  a wide  range  of 
youth  programs. 

Some  community  members  would  like  to 
see  an  increased  role  of  neighborhood -based 
organizations  at  the  Mission  Rec  Center,  with 
a possible  takeover  of  the  entire  facility. 


Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  has 
recommended  that  the  Mission  district  receive 
a sizeable  portion  of  the  S5.8  million  fund 
passed  by  Proposition  “J”  which  allocates 
public  money  for  the  expansion  of  city  wide 
services  for  youth.  (See  related  article,  this 
issue.) 

Mitchell  Salazar,  Director  of  RAP, 
recommends  "better  plans  for  all  money  spent 
on  kids,  not  just  the  5.8  million  available  from 
Proposition  J.  This  would  include  an 
examination  of  school  district  policies  and 
why,  according  to  Salazar,  "1,000  Latino 
youths  are  not  in  school.  And  why,  because 
their  needs  are  not  addressed,  they  are  pushed 
out." 

Salazar  feels  that  Central  American  kids 
especially,  coming  from  war-tom  countries, 
have  needs  different  from  other  Latino  youth. 
He  feels  that  the  policies  of  the  Youth 


Guidance  Center,  Department  of  Social 
Services  and  the  police  should  be  evaluated  on 
the  basis  of  “whether  or  not  they  deal  with 
these  youth  in  a culturally  relevant  way." 

Salazar  also  stated  that  the  community 
was  outraged  that  Bayron  and  the  other  youths 
were  released  by  police  without  informing 
their  families,  and  suggested  it  was  time  to 
“revisit  the  curfew  law".  Salazar  promised 
that  “in  memory  of  Bayron,  we  are  going  to 
make  life  better  for  kids  in  this  community." 

Roberto  Hernandez,  Director  of  Mission 
Economic  and  Cultural  Association  (MECA  - 
producer  of  Camaval  and  Cinco  de  Mayo 
festivals)  is  in  the  process  of  producing 
fundraising  events  for  Mission  youth.  One 
event,  tentatively  scheduled  for  late  February, 
is  the  Mission  District  premiere  screening  of 
Edward  J.  Olmos’  new  film  “American  Me" 
about  breaking  the  chains  of  violence  in  the 
American  inner  city. 

Hernandez  recommended  the 
establishment  of  a Mission  youth  council 
made  up  of  young  people  directly  affected  by 
street  violence.  Such  a council  could  include 
representatives  from  each  gang.  Hernandez  is 
currently  seeking  donations  from  local 
merchants  for  food  contributions  to  be  served 
during  the  late  hours  at  the  Rec  Center  and  the 
participation  of  professional  athletes  to 
volunteer  their  time  to  work  with  the  kids. 
Overall,  community  leaders  are  demanding 
that  more  City  resources  be  directed  towards 
Mission  youth. 

Ray  Balberon  summed  up  the  feelings  of 
many  community  members  by  stating  “we 
must  be  strong,  these  are  our  children  and  our 
responsibility”. 

A GOOD  STUDENT 

The  death  of  Bayron  Alvarado  was 
especially  shocking  to  his  school  counselor 
and  teacher  at  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Middle 
School,  where  he  was  enrolled  in  the  eighth 
grade.  John  Gomez,  a Spanish  speaking 
counselor  at  the  school,  described  Bayron  as  a 
sensitive,  polite  young  man  who  maintained  a 
B average  up  until  a few  months  before  his 
death.  Benjamin  Franklin  has  never  had  a 
gang  problem,  according  to  Gomez,  and  he 
would  not  have  categorized  Bayron  as  an  “at 
risk"  youth  at  all. 

Gomez  believes  part  of  the  problem  with 
the  rising  number  of  Latino  youth  joining 

gangs  may  be  attributed  to  the  difficult 
situations  faced  by  immigrant  families.  “The 
pressures  on  these  families  are  unbelievable  - 
financial  pressures,  adjustments  to  a new 
culture  and  language.  Supposedly  they  have 
community  help  available,  but  it’s  so  hard  to 
get,”  he  said. 

Norma  Betancourt,  Bayron 's  teacher  for 
three  years,  knew  Bayron  as  a playful,  funny 
student  who  was  well  liked  by  fellow  students. 
The  Monday  after  his  death,  Betancourt  and 
her  students  spent  the  whole  day  discussing 
what  had  happened.  “It  has  affected  all  of  us. 
We  loved  him,  he  was  part  of  our  lives  after 
being  with  him  every  day.” 

Betancourt  looked  at  the  desk  where 
Bayron  sat  every  day,  separated  from  the  rest 
of  the  table  by  his  own  request.  “His  seat  is 
empty  now,  and  no  one  wants  to  take  his 
place.” 
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he  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Newspaper 
Association  offers  you  the  opportunity  to 
target  the  market  of  your  choice. 

With  one  phone  call. 


Bernal  Journal 
Marina  Times 
New  Fillmore 
New  Mission  News 
Sunset  Beacon 


• El  Tecolote 

• New  Bayview 

• North  Beach  NOW 

• Richmond  Review 

• Tenderloin  Times 


• West  of  Twin  Peaks  Observer 
185,000  COMBINED  CIRCULATION 


Call  Victor  Miller  at  (41 5)  626-2882  for  more  details. 
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WILL  PROP  J HELP  THE  MISSION? 
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An  Appetizing  Proposition! 


by  John  Mason 

\Whatever  happens  to  all  those 
propositions  we  pass?  In  the  case  of 
Proposition  J - also  known  as  the  “Children's 
Amendment”  - the  outcome  is 
characteristically  uncertain. 

While  many  questions  surrounding  the 
proposition  will  be  answered  on  February  3 
when  the  Mayor’s  Office  releases  its 
Children's  Services  Plan,  the  ultimate  effects 
on  the  city's  children  - particularly  those  in  the 
Mission  - will  remain  in  doubt. 

Passed  last  fall.  Proposition  amends  the 
city  charier  to  establish  a “Children's  Fund” 
through  an  annual  set-aside  of  property  tax 
revenue.  In  addition,  it  prohibits  the  City  from 
reducing  spending  on  children's  services 
which,  last  year,  total  ed  approximately  $80 
million. 

Ironically,  at  the  same  time  that  San 
Francisco  voters  passed  this  proposition,  they 
elected  a mayor  who  was  officially  opposed  to 
it.  Despite  his  opposition,  however,  Frank 
Jordan  is  legally  bound  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  amendment. 

Jordan  has  kept  on  Rita  Boyle,  an  Agnos 
appointee,  as  Director  of  the  Mayor’s  Office 
of  Children,  Youth  and  their  Families,  s 
Boyle  is  charged  with  submitting  a Children’s 
Services  Plan  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  by 
February  3rd. 

While  many  citizens  left  their  support  for 
Proposition  J at  the  ballot  box,  a handful  of 
child  advocates,  community  groups  and 
concerned  observers  are  providing  continuing 
attention  to  the  issue.  Coleman  Youth 
Advocates,  in  particular,  is  mounting  a 
watchdog  effort  to  ensure  accountability  and 
good  faith  from  the  administration 

In  the  past  months,  the  Mayor’s  office 
has  solicited  community  input  at  a series  of 
neighborhood  meetings.  At  the  Mission 


Recreation  Center  in  mid-December,  Mayor’s 
office  representatives  were  met  by  a 
well -organized  and  vocal  Mission  contingent 

Much  of  the  organization  came  from  the 
Mission  Task  Force,  which  had  developed  a 
proposal  and  policy  statement  to  submit  to  the 
Mayor's  office.  This  proposal  placed  priority 
on  funding  for  tutoring  services,  after-school 
care  and  expanded  recreational  services. 

Advocates  argued  that  the  Mission 
District  has  the  city’s  largest  population  of 
children  in  need,  and  thus  deserves  an  equally 
large  share  of  funds.  While  even  the  official 
figures  show  an  Unusually  high  proportion  of 
youth  in  the  Mission  (second  highest  next  to 
Bayview-Hunters  Point),  the  official  figures 
conceal  a population  of  undocumented  youth 


With  the  purchase  of  two  entrees  receive  a complimentary 
appetizer.  Offer  good  with  this  ad  thn*  2/29/92 

SURIYA  THAI  RESTAURANT 

Unique  and  Traditonal  Thai  Cuisine 


Lunch  • Dinner 
Beer  • Wine 
Take-out  • Catering 


cure-all,  Ms.  Boyle  believes  that  it  can  be  used 
as  “reward  money"  to  encourage  service 
providers  to  collaborate  with  each  other  and 
focus  efforts  on  specific  problem  areas.  While 
the  proposition  language  makes  some 
restrictions  on  the  areas  of  spending,  Ms 
Boyle  hopes  to  focus  funding  on  the  problem 
area  most  frequently  mentioned  in  the 
neighborhood  meetings:  educational  failure. 

Instead  of  distributing  the  funds  to 
fragmented  organizations,  money  will  be 
available  in  large  pools,  and  agencies  will  be 
asked  to  join  together  and  submit  proposals. 

"The  old  way  was  to  give  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  fifteen  different  organizations,”  she 
explained  "This  time  we're  going  to  pool 
larger  amounts,  say  a quarter  million,  for 
specific  policy  areas  and  ask  the  organizations 
to  come  together  and  apply  for  the  funds.” 

Ms.  Boyle  admits  that  the  plan  will 
include  no  mechanism  to  ensure  a proper 
geographical  distribution  for  the  money.  In 
other  words,  there’s  no  guarantee  that  the 
Mission  District  will  see  its  fair  share,  rather, 


1432  Valencia 
btwn.  25th  & 26th 
415-824-665S 


These  undocumented  youth  need  and  should 
receive  social  services. 

An  alarmingly  high  number  of  Mission 
youth  are  at-risk  of  drug  and  gang  activity, 
school  drop-out  and  pregnancy.  What  relief 
can  they  expect  from  Proposition  J?  Not 
much,  according  to  Ms.  Boyle.  The 
Children’s  Fund  is  expected  to  generate  $5.7 
million  in  the  first  year,  which  is  not  nearly 
enough  to  meet  the  bloated  expectations  for 
the  proposition. 

“We’ve  got  five  million  in  dollars  and 
eighty  million  in  suggestions,”  said  Ms. 
Boyle. 

Rather  than  viewing  the  fund  as  a 


it  will  be  left  up  to  the  Mission’s  service 
providers  to  make  proposals  to  get  the  funds 
and,  beyond  that,  to  community  activists  to 
place  pressure  on  the  city  to  fund  proposals 
which  serve  the  Mission. 

Before  any  of  this  can  happen,  however, 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  must  approve  the 
children's  services  plan  by  a two-thirds  vote. 
Many  of  the  people  who  came  to  the  meetings 
expressed  surprise  that  the  proposition  could 
be  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  They 
shouldn’t  have:  this  requirement 

was  written  into  the  bold  print  for  Proposition 
J. 

Does  anyone  really  read  these  things? 
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RAID  ON  DAY  LABORERS  MISFIRES 


DAY  LABOR  PROGRAM  DIRECTOR  GERMAM  MARTINEZ 


by  Jeff  Carter 

The  site  of  50  or  more  immigrant  day 
laborers  who  gather  daily  along  Army  Street 
between  Mission  and  Bartlett  is  nothing 
unusual. 

For  eight  of  those  men  nabbed  in  an 
undercover  sting  on  January  13,  the  situation 
was  anything  but  normal 

Apparently,  those  men  were  contracted 
by  a plainclothes  officer  out  of  Mission 
Station  and  were  told  they  would  be  paid  six 
dollars  an  hour  and  taken  to  a site  where  their 
job  would  be  to  paint. 

Instead  of  holding  paint  brushes  and 
buckets,  they  found  themselves  being  detained 
at  the  Mission  Station  despite  the  fact  that  no 
formal  complaint  had  been  made 

After  checking  the  men  for  outstanding 
warrants,  six  of  the  eight  were  later  released. 
One  man  was  subsequently  charged  with  350 
dollars  in  previous  traffic  violations  while  the 
other  was  held  on  the  grounds  of  a prior 
battery  complaint  against  him. 

“This  is  not  a trivial  matter  and  the 
Latino  community  will  not  stand  for  it,”  said 
Renee  Salcido,  a Mission  District  attorney. 

Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  was  quoted 
earlier  as  saying  that  what  happened  amounted 
to  “nothing  more  than  kidnapping” 

“There  is  a question  as  to  the  approach 
that  was  taken  There  was  no  need  to  arrest 
people  in  a covert  manner.  We  want  this 
policy  and  practice  stopped  immediately,”  said 
John  Griffin,  an  attorney  for  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union. 

“A  generalized  complaint  does  not  take 
the  place  of  probable  cause  We  need  an 
inquiry  into  what  happened,”  he  said. 

Police  Chief  Willis  Casey  has  asked  for 
an  Internal  Police  Department  Investigation. 
The  Police  Commission  is  also  reviewing  the 
matter. 

Griffin  also  said  that  San  Francisco’s 
“City  of  Refuge"  law  may  have  been  violated 
by  at  least  one  SFPD  officer.  According  to  the 


local  statute,  it  is  against  the  law  to  release  the 
names  and/or  identities  of  residents  without 
pro{»er  documentation  living  in  San  Francisco 
to  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
(INS). 

"By  no  means  do  we  have  anything 
against  people  who  are  looking  for  work.” 
said  SFPD  Capt.  John  Newlin.  “We  (the 
SFPD)  do  not  want  to  be  perceived  as 
abridging  their  rights.” 

Newlin  said  that  the  sweep  was  poorly 
planned  and  that  no  similar  actions  by  the 
police  department  against  the  day  laborers  are 
planned  for  the  future. 

"This  action  was  the  response  to  a 
multitude  of  complaints,”  he  said. 

At  last  month’s  Police  Commission 
Hearing,  public  opinion  regarding  the  incident 
seemed  equally  divided. 

Among  the  complaints  voiced  most  often 
against  the  day  laborers  is  that  they  frequently 
harass  customers  patronizing  local  businesses, 
make  lewd  remarks  or  catcalls  to  women 
walking  by,  vandalize  property  and  urinate  in 
public. 

“It’s  not  OK  to  loiter  and  harass  people. 
These  people  hang  around  and  use  the 
sidewalks  and  doorways  as  public  urinals. 
Sometimes  it’s  so  bad,  it  almost  looks  like  it 
has  just  rained,”  said  one  angry  Mission 
District  resident. 

According  to  German  Martinez,  who 
runs  the  city-funded  San  Francisco  Day  Labor 
Program  located  on  17th  Street  at  Hampshire, 
day  laborers  shouldn’t  be  the  only  one  blamed 
for  that  type  of  nuisance. 

"It’s  not  only  day  laborers,  because  there 
are  also  a lot  of  transients  and  homeless 
people  in  the  area.” 

Martinez  said  the  Day  Labor  Program  is 
underfunded  and  could  use  more  workers. 

"This  is  the  time  we  need  the  community 
to  reach  out.  We  can  empower  people  if  we 
can  get  them  working,  but  we  need  more 
cooperation  from  the  contractors.  We  could 
use  more  volunteers,  even  if  it  means  just 


answering  the  phones.  It  takes  more  than 
being  verbal,  we  need  action,”  said  Martinez. 

Martinez  doesn’t  feel  that  the  arrests  last 
month  have  done  much  to  change  anything  in 
terms  of  people  standing  on  the  street  looking 
for  jobs. 

The  New  Mission  News  observed  that 
the  day  laborers,  sometimes  exceeding  50 
people,  became  more  dispersed,  but  the 
situation  has  reverted  back  to  its  previous  state 
with  men,  primarily  of  Hispanic  descent, 
lining  Army  Street  between  Mission  and 


Bartlett  between  8 AM  and  nightfall. 

The  problem  stems  from  the  fact  that 
contractors  don’t  use  the  Day  Labor  Program 
on  a regular  basis.  Therefore,  day  laborers 
will  bypass  the  DLP  and  fend  for  themselves 
on  the  sidewalk. 

Al  Rebaya,  owner  of  Taming  of  the  Shoe 
at  22nd  Street,  said.  “I  have  to  admit  that  I 
have  hired  people  (on  Army  Street)  and  have 
had  great  experiences  with  the  people  we’ve 
hired.  In  fact,  one  of  them  is  still  with  us  as  a 
full-time  employee.” 
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MISSION  LIBRARY  EXPANSION 
AND  REMODELING  PLANNED 


by  Stephen  Pantos 


M, 


lission  Library  patrons  can  help 
library  planners  and  architects  design  an 
expanded  and  remodeled  Mission  Library 
branch. 

Drafted  by  the  Library’s  Facilities  and 
Planning  unit  and  the  City’s  Bureau  of 
Architecture  for  submission  of  a grant  to  the 
State  Librarian  in  Sacramento,  expansion  and 
remodeling  plans  will  be  showcased  this 
month  at  two  community  meetings. 

On  Thursday,  February  20th  at  7:00  PM, 
the  preliminary  plans  will  highlight  the 
proposed  library  services  that  could  be  chosen 
by  the  community  to  be  made  available  at  the 
Mission  branch  following  expansion  and 
remodeling. 

On  Saturday,  February  22nd  at  2:00  PM, 
the  plans  to  use  the  1988  Prop.  A Library 
Reconstruction  Bond  monies  for  a seismic  and 
fire  safety  upgrade  and  federally  mandated 
disability  access  changes  for  wheelchair  entry 
and  elevator  service  will  be  on  the  public 
meeting  agenda. 

Both  meetings  will  be  held  in  the  First 
floor  Children's  Room  of  Mission  Branch, 
located  at  24th  and  Bartlett  Streets. 

Mission  Library  was  the  First  branch 
established  in  San  Francisco  in  1888  and  its 
current  home  was  built  in  1915  with  funds 
provided  by  industrialist  Andrew  Carnegie. 

Mission  Library’s  expansion  and 
remodeling  plan,  delayed  last  year  by  the 
Library  Commission  in  favor  of  a successful 
effort  to  win  grant  monies  to  expand  and 
remodel  Chinatown  Branch,  the  City's  most 
heavily  used  neighborhood  library,  will  only 
be  possible  if  an  estimated  $750,000  grant 
proposal  seeking  federally  funded  Library 
Services  and  Construction  Act  monies  is 
awarded  to  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 

In  1992,  the  State  Librarian  will  award 


monies  from  an  estimated  $1,900,000  pool  for 
projects  throughout  California. 

Chief  of  Branches  Librarian  Neel  Parikh 
estimates  that  $750,000  in  Prop.  A monies  for 
mandated  changes  to  the  building  arc 
scheduled  to  be  spent,  even  if  the  grant 
proposal  is  rejected.  Mission  Library  is  the 
Fifth  branch  to  be  closed  for  “earthquake 
proofing”. 

In  late  January,  library  administrators 
planned  to  meet  with  Partnership  for  Change 
members  to  preview  their  plans  and  obtain  a 
tune  up  of  their  presentation  before  the 
community  meeting  unveilings  in  February. 
Partnership  for  Change  members  are 
representatives  from  Mission  District 
community  organizations  and  businesses  that 
helped  the  Mission  Branch  develop  a 
community  based  book  and  materials 
collection  and  add  bilingual  Spanish  and 
Vietnamese  library  staff  over  the  life  of  a three 
year  grant  program  that  ends  in  1992. 

Partnership  for  Change  members,  along 
with  members  of  the  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on 
the  Mission,  will  also  discuss  library 
administrators’  plans  to  implement  a MTFM 
recommendation  that  the  Mission  Library’s 
collection  relocate  to  an  off-site,  temporary 
Mission  branch  during  the  remodeling,  so  that 
no  interruption  of  service  to  the  community 
takes  place. 

Tede  Matthews  of  Modern  Times 
Bookstore  Collective,  a Partnership  for 
Change  and  Task  Force  member,  praised  the 
dedication  of  the  Mission  Library’s  staff  in 
developing  it  into  “one  of  the  best  resources  in 
the  Bay  Area". 

“There’s  so  much  attention  on  the  New 
Main  that  it’s  surprising  we’re  not  completely 
ignored,"  Matthews  said,  “but  library 
circulation  during  this  Recession  is  up  and  it's 
a great  idea  to  expand  and  remodel  a branch 
that  has  so  much  integrity.” 


$1,000,000  FOR  24TH.  STREET 


24th  Street  merchants  received  a belated, 
but  welcome,  holiday  gift  when  they  learned 
that  a million  dollars  (approximately  half  of 
what  was  requested)  will  be  designated  by  the 
Redevelopment  Agency  for  improvements  to 
that  street,  according  to  Roberto  Barragan  of 
the  Mission  Economic  Development  Agency. 


Merchants  and  the  community  will  now 
sift  through  proposals  to  determine  what  will 
be  funded,  and  Barragan  expressed  hope  that 
matching  funds  can  be  obtained  from  private 
or  public  sources  now  that  Redevelopment  has 
recognized  24th  Street. 


PAUL  PUNTED 


Incoming  Mayor  Frank  Jordan  paid  off 
his  supporters  in  the  real  estate  industry  by 
Firing  Office  of  Housing  and  Community 
Development  Director  Brad  Paul  and  naming 
a developer  and  anti-  rent  control  lobbyist  to 
replace  him. 

During  the  last  four  years,  Paul  oversaw 
the  construction  of  thousands  of  low-rent 
housing  units,  more  than  a few  in  the  Mission. 
Noting  the  fact  that  San  Francisco  had  secured 
20%  of  all  California  housing  funds  despite 
having  only  3%  of  its  population,  Supervisors 
Kevin  Shelley,  Carole  Migden,  Jordan  aides 
Kent  Sims  and  Hadley  Roff  and  outgoing 
Planning  Director  Dean  Macris  slammed  the 
firing  as  politically  motivated. 

Also  dumped  was  projects  director  Tom 
Jones,  author  of  the  policy  requiring  that  10% 
of  new  housing  developments  be  affordable  to 
middle  and  low-income  people. 

The  man  now  in  charge  of  housing  in  the 


city  is  Ted  Dienstfrey,  a fixer  for  developer 
Gerson  Bakar  and  spokesman  for  the 
Coalition  for  Better  Housing,  a San  Francisco 
landlord  lobby.  The  prevailing  reaction  in  the 
Mission  is  fear  that  Dienstfrey  will  preside 
over  an  agenda  of  evictions,  conversions, 
taxes  and  violence,  moderated  only  by  the 
financial  slump  that  will  make  funding  of 
major  demolitions  and  developments  more 
difficult. 

Maryann  Dillon,  director  of  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corporation,  observed 
that  the  true  fruits  of  Paul’s  tenure  are  not  yet 
fully  realized,  in  that  a number  of  projects 
such  as  the  25  unit  Del  Carlo  Court  or  the  59 
unit  Plaza  del  Sol  are  still  in  the  planning 
stage  or  under  construction.  “He  was  the 
foremost  expert  on  affordable  housing  in  the 
City  and  other  cities  looked  to  San  Francisco 
as  a model  in  community  housing 
development.” 


COP  SHOP  NEWS 
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^FPD  planning  Captain  Suttmeier 
assured  neighbors  of  the  proposed  new 
Mission  Station  to  be  erected  at  the  abandoned 
Pepsi  site  at  17th  and  Valencia  that  there  are 
no  plans  to  include  either  a juvenile  or  adult 
jail  at  that  location. 

Drawing  a distinction  between 


“prisoners”  and  people  being  held  for  booking 
or  arrested  during  demonstrations,  Suttmeier 
promised  “holding  cells  will  be  for  booking 
only  and  people  will  be  taken  to  the  Hall  of 
Justice  within  four  hours.”  The  juvenile 
facility  attached  to  the  station  will  be  “a 
meeting  place  for  officers  involved  in  juvenile 
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justice"  and  those  who  found  themselves  there 
would  be  special  cases  like  “youngsters  who 
have  been  abased." 

Sultmeier  responded  to  inquiries  about 
temporary  use  until  demolition  begins  in 
March  of  1993  with  the  remark  that  the 
present  plan  was  to  use  the  space  to  store- 
thousands  of  the  silver  street  barricades  used 
in  parades  and  other  gatherings.  He  also 
downplayed,  but  did  not  rule  out,  the 
possibility  of  the  building  being  ased  as  a 
mass  detention  facility.  “Wc  had  a 
demonstration  some  months  back  and  had 
elements  coming  in  from  out  of  the  City.  W'c 
anticipated  mass  arrests,  but  there  were  no 
mass  arrests.  For  future  demonstrations,  who 
can  say9” 

Other  features  explained  to  a crowd  of 


merchants  and  residents  include  a community 
room  that  can  accommodate  up  to  75  people, 
separate  parking  lots  for  officers  and  citizens. 
One  adjacent  property  has  been  earmarked  as 
a low  income  senior  housing  site,  another  has 
been  reserved  for  the  Police  Athletic  League, 
but  the  latter  still  has  to  find  approximately 
S 600,000 

.larlath  O’Connor,  operator  of 
Harrington's  moving  company  and  furniture 
outlet  across  the  street  as  “I’ve  heard  that  the 
tac  squad  is  also  moving  in." 

“Now  wc  call  it  the  Headquarters  Unit," 
Suttmeier  responded,  adding  that  plans  have 
not  yet  been  finalized.  “If  they  choose  to 
move  in.  you’ll  be  getting  40  more  officers 
when  there  aren't  any  demonstrations.” 


COVER 

SHOOTER 

The  North  Mission  News  cover  images 
will  regularly  feature  photographic  work  done 
by  youth  in  the  Mission  as  part  of  the  Youth 
Photo  Program  at  the  SF  B&G  Club,  Mission 
Branch,  and  Columbia  Park  Boys’  Club. 

l.uis  Alvarez  is  a member  of  Columbia 
Park  Boys’  Club,  where  he  recently  received 
two  distinguished  awards:  Photographer  of  the 
Year  and  Intermediate  Craftshop  Youth  of  the 
Year.  His  photo  featured  on  this  month’s 
cover  is  a family  portrait  taken  at  Dolores 
Park. 
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CLUB  BLABBERMOUTH 


Rumors  of  his  death  have  been  repeated # 
more  often,  and  with  less  exaggeration,  than 
those  regarding  the  demise  of  Mark  Twain, 
nevertheless  David  Whitaker,  aka 
Blabbermouth,  is  as  alive  and  unshutuppable 
as  ever  in  his  new  venue,  Club  Blabbermouth, 

Tuesday  evenings  from  8 to  midnight. 

Blabbermouth,  who  many  old  hippies 
have  mistaken  for  an  acid  flashback,  wages  his 
own  unique  struggle  against  quiet  and 
complacency  in  anarchistical 

BOOKS  AND  TOYS  FOR  CROWN  UPS  ^ 

We  carry  the  these  Spanish-language  books  on 
sexuality  for  women,  parents  and  kids: 

Hablemos  Acerca  del  s-e-x-o 
Periodo 

El  lenguaje  de  la  sexualidad  para  la  mujer 

As  well  as  our  fascinating  collection  of  sexual  self-help 
and  erotic  books,  videos  and  playthings. 

1210  Valencia  (between  23rd  and  24th  Streets) 

Open  7 days  1 2-6,  Thurs.  1 2-8,  550-0827 


audience-interactive  word  dances  that  have 
drawn  capacity  crowds  to  Club  Coffee  House 
at  920  Valencia. 

While  Blabbermouth  shares  a certain 
physical  resemblance  (see  photo  above)  and 
birthday  with  an  equally  garrulous  mass 
murderer,  Club  Blabbermouth  delivers  on  the 
carnage  of  cacaphony  and  assaults  only  the 
mirthless.  For  an  evening  with  a difference, 
check  it  out. 


A VIOLENT  MONTH 


The  execution-style  killing  of  a 13  year 
old  boy  was  the  most  publicized  crime  of 
January  but  it  was  an  excessively  violent 
month  with  three  other  killings  in  January 

On  the  day  after  New  Year’s  Day,  local 
resident  Edward  Whitmore  was  slain  on  the 
north  side  of  16th  at  Albion  by  two 
unidentified  gunmen  who  were  seen  fleeing 
the  vicinity  at  approximately  9 PM.  Police 
have  called  the  incident  "possibly  drug 
related",  but  had  made  no  arrests  as  of  press 
time. 

Two  other  killings  occurred  on  Mission 
street,  just  south  of  the  boundary  of  Mission 
Station  A shoe  store  employee  was  killed  in 
an  apparent  robbery  by  two  unidentified  men 
at  29th  and  Mission.  And  the  most  recent 
slaying  happened  in  the  parking  lot  of  the 
Safeway  further  up  the  street. 


In  (hat  incident,  Donovan  Brenes  was 
shot  and  killed  by  a party  of  three  adults  and 
one  juvenile  following  what  was  called  "an 
argument  over  the  way  the  victim  looked  at 
them"  I wo  men,  one  from  San  Francisco  and 
the  other  from  the  East  Bay  have  been  charged 
with  murder.  The  suspects  and  victims 
apparently  did  not  know  each  other  and  there 
is  no  clear  evidence  of  gang  involvement  at 
the  present,  according  to  Inspector  Bergstrom. 

Mission  Police  Captain  John  Newlin 
stated  "January  certainly  started  in  a flash," 
but  didn't  think  that  the  streets  are  any  more 
dangerous  than  usual  Shootings  remain 
frequent,  he  said,  but  "there's  always  more 
publicity  in  homicide  than  in  woundings”. 

Homicide  officers  are  still  seeking 
witnesses  in  the  three  of  the  four  unsolved 
cases  and  can  be  reached  at  553- 1145. 


GEORGE  PRUE  DIES 


by  M.  P.  R.  Howard 

Sadness  marred  the  new  year  with  the 
announcement  that  Mission  artist  George  Prue 
had  passed  away  on  January  3rd.  Mr.  Prue, 
who  had  lived  and  worked  in  the  Mission  for 
some  twenty  years,  died  after  a short  illness 
George  as  known  for  both  his  creations 
from  nature  and  his  bartering  ability  His  use 
of  steel  wire,  marble,  wood  and  polished 
stones  to  create  magnificent  sculptures  of  trees 
was  well  known  around  the  City 

I lis  second  skill  as  a trader  was  second  to 
none.  While  he  never  cheated  anyone,  he  was 
known  for  his  ability  to  get  the  best  deals  on 
anything  he  bought  or  sold. 

“You  could  not  put  one  over  on  old 
George,”  stated  a spokesperson  for  the  group 


of  flea  market  merchants  who  meet  regularly 
at  the  Cow  Palace.  “He  was  part  of  a dying  art 
form.” 

Born  in  1922  in  upstate  New  York,  he 
joined  the  U.S.  Navy  upon  graduating  from 
high  school.  After  the  Second  World  War,  he 
worked  at  various  jobs  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  Korean  War.  Upon  his  discharge  from  the 
Navy  in  1953.  he  moved  to  San  Francisco. 

Around  1960  he  opened  his  shop  on 
Mission  Street  where  he  sold  his  sculptures. 
Semi-retired  since  the  early  80s,  he  had 
continued  to  make  and  sell  his  works  through 
a dealer 

As  per  his  wishes,  George  Prue  was 
cremated  and  buried  at  sea.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife  of  30  plus  years,  Jean,  and  his 
daughter  Kathleen. 
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CD  • CS  • LP  • VIDEO 

Store  Hours  f/-Sa:  12-7;  Su  1-6 
491 A Guerrero  St.  (between  16th  & 17th),  SF 
(415)  255-8411 


Music 
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I Cahente  I 

b2tr:  Palladium  Classics  (On  Sale) 

Titc  Rodriguez  Machito 
CelaCruz  y muchos  rras! 

New  Sa  ca,  Merengue  & Cuban  Music! 


New-  African  Music  From  Mali. 
Kenya,  Zaire  & South  Africa 
Reggae  Singles  & CDs 
Drumming  & Percussion  Music 
Gypsy  Music  & Flamenco 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 

Furniture  FAMILY  THRIFT^,,, D„s 

Books  CTAnr  MON-FRI  9-8 

Clothing  ^ 1 UKL  SAT  - SUN  10-6:30 

LOWEST  PRICES  621-2581  1855  MISSION  STREET 

MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%  • EXCEPT  MATRESSES  & NEW  ITEMS 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

• Color  and  Black  & White  Developing 

• Camera  Sales  and  Camera  Repairs 

• Dark  Room  Supplies 

• Retouching  and  Hand  Coloring 

• Slides,  Prints,  Super  8 or  Regular  8 

Movies  onto  Video  Cassettes 

1089  Valencia  Street  (near  22nd) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
(415)  641-8396 


□□□□□□□□□□□□□ 

OLDER-OUT  OF  PRINT-SCHOLARLY 

VALENCIA  BOOKS 
USED  & RARE 

524  Valencia  SFCA941I0 
One  Block  From  16th  St.  BART 

Bought  & Sold 

863-6829 

Open  Every  Day  Till*  10  P.M. 
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NOW  UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 

The  Welcome  Mat 

a Caribbean  Restaurant 
807  Valencia  St.  (19th  & 20th)  • 647-3663 

HOURS:  Dinner:  Wed-  Sat  5 pm  - 10  pm 

Brunch:  Sat  - Sun  10  am  - 3 pm 

CATERING  • PRIVATE  PARTIES 

BEER  & WINE 

NO  SMOKING  SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 
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Cuban  Breakfast 5.95 

Sweet  Rice  & Fresh  Fruit 4.95 

P15tano  Dulce  (Sweet  Banana) 2.00 

Bammy  (Cassava  Bread) 1.50 


Call  about  our  special  poetry  reading  sessions  and  Calendar  of  Events 


VALENCIA  FESTIVAL 
PLANNED  FOR ’93 


by  Toni  Logan 

P Ians  to  hold  an  outdoor  performance 
arts  festival  on  Valencia  Street  in  late  October, 
1993  are  currently  underway,  thanks  to  Rikki 
Cornell  of  Blondie’s  Bar  and  No  Grill. 

Cornell  came  up  with  the  idea  for  the 
festival  at  a 16th  and  Valencia  Street 
Merchants’  Association  meeting ftst  year,  and 
now  the  Arts  Committee  of  the  Mayor’s  Task 
Force  on  the  Mission  has  taken  the  project 
under  its  wing. 

“Our  intent  is  to  draw  attention  to  the 
density  and  quality  of  performing  arts  in  this 
neighborhood,"  says  Frances  Phillips,  Arts 
Committee  Chair  and  Executive  Director  of 
Intersection  for  the  Arts.  “We  want  the 
festival  to  focus  entirely  on  the  creative  talent 
that  exists  in  this  part  of  the  Mission.” 

Phillips  says  the  committee  is  shying 
away  from  the  term  ’street  fair’  when  referring 
to  the  event,  because  they  feel  that  has  become 
a generic  label  for  other  outdoor  festivals  in 
San  Francisco.  The  16th  and  Valencia 
Performance  Arts  Festival  will  be  unique  in 
that  it  won’t  include  vendors  or  artists  from 
any  other  area  but  the  Mission,  and  it  will 
exclusively  highlight  performance  art. 

Although  the  planning  for  the  event  is  in 
the  earliest  stages,  several  standards  have  been 
set,  The  blocked-off  area  of  the  festival  will 
be  roughly  between  16h  and  21st  Streets  on 
Valencia.  Since  a drug  and  alcohol  problem 
already  exists  in  the  neighborhood,  the  festival 
vendors  will  not  serve  alcohol  “Making  it 
alcohol-frce  is  part  of  the  fun,”  says  Phillips. 

The  list  of  artists  and  performance  groups 
Phillips  wants  to  participate  is  lengthy  and 
diverse.  “We’ll  ask  established  groups,  like 
the  San  Francisco  Mime  Troupe,  to 
participate,  as  well  as  new  talent.  Al  the  local 


theater  groups,  mime  and  dance  troupes  will 
be  invited,”  she  says.  One  stage  will  be 
devoted  to  children’s  performance  art,  and 
local  schools  will  be  urged  to  take  part. 

Even  thought  the  outdoor  celebration  will 
feature  performance  art  exclusively,  Phillips 
hopes  local  bookstores  and  galleries  will 
sponsor  readings  and  art  shows  on  the  same 
weekend.  “We’d  also  like  local  artists  to 
design  tote  bags  and  other  items  we  could  sell 
to  promote  the  festival.  That  way.  people  will 
have  something  to  remind  them  to  come  back 
and  enjoy  performance  art  after  the  event  is 
over,”  says  Phillips. 

If  all  goes  as  planned,  the  Valencia  Street 
restaurants  will  get  permits  to  have  sidewalk 
seating  the  day  of  the  festival.  Additionally, 
Phillips  hopes  the  Valencia  Street  bars  will 
run  performance  art  videos  on  their  TVs  as  an 
indoor  extension  of  the  festival. 

Phillips  stresses  that  the  plans  are  just 
beginning  to  unfold,  and  she  welcomes  input 
and  ideas.  “There  is  so  much  we  have  to  think 
about  in  terms  of  insurance,  permits,  public 
relations...  right  now  we’re  at  the  sage  of 
figuring  out  who’s  going  to  do  all  the  work,” 
she  says.  Anyone  interested  in  attending  the 
planning  and  brainstorming  sessions  for  the 
festival  can  call  Frances  Phillips  at  626-2787. 

“This  is  a great  chance  for  everyone  to 
help  highlight  what  is  positive  3bout  this  part 
of  the  Mission,”  says  Philllips. 

Rikki  Cornell  sums  it  up  eloquently:  “We 
have  the  highest  concentration  of  vanguard 
theaters  in  the  City.  We  also  have  the  highest 
concentration  of  book  stores,  coffee  houses 
and  bars.  The  intellectuals  and  artists  have  left 
North  Beach  — they’re  here  now,  this  is  the 
New  Bohemia.  No  other  neighborhood  in  San 
Francisco  can  compete.” 


EVE  L.  ARMAGEDDON 


Eve  L.  Armageddon,  24  year  old 
artist/illustrator/foot  messenger  and 
self-described  veteran  of  the  streets  is  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  New  Mission  News. 
She  is  also  the  twisted  sister  behind 
Armageddon  Comix,  a viscerally  disturbing 
exercise  in  psychopathic  sexual  excessiveness. 

A current  cult  favorite  among  coffee 
house  denizens  and  those  living  below 
freeway  overpasses,  Armageddon  Comix  is  a 
lose-your-  lunch  tour  de  force  of  things  vile 
and,  for  our  purposes  here,  unprintable.  One 
story  lakes  place  almost  entirely  in  the 
sigmoid  colon  of  a well  known  world  leader, 
several  others  follow  the  theme'  of  sexual 


dismemberment  and  cannibalism  to  truly 
unnerving  conclusions. 

Bodily  exudates  that  talk  back  and  all 
sorts  of  creepy,  slimy,  squishy  stuff  - that’s 
A.C.  and  we  can’t  print  it  here,  but  you  must 
admit  that’s  a nice  photo  of  Eve. 

If  you  really  want  to  see  just  how  really 
out-there  Eve  is,  Amageddon  Comix  is 
available  at:  San  Francisco  Comic  Book 

Company,  A’s  Comics,  Deviant,  Diluvian 
Books. 

Eve  says  she  is  looking  for  either  a 
submissive  cartoonist  or  submissions  from 
cartoonists.  Write  her  care  of  this  paper. 
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PUBLIC  FORUM 

On  February  19th  the  Mayor’s 
Task  Force  on  the  Mission  will  host  two 
public  forums  to  discuss  the  needs  of 
residents,  artists  and  businesses  in  the 
North  East  Mission  Industrial  Zone 
(NEMIZ),  roughly  bounded  by  the 
Central  Skyway,  James  Lick  Freeway, 
20th  and  South  Van  Ness  Avenue. 

The  City  Department  of 
Planning  is  currently  studying  the  area 
and  will  propose  changes  to  the  area’s 
zoning.  The  eventual  land  use  plan  will 
impact  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  area  for  year’s  to  come. 

The  forum  is  designed  to  give 
the  community  more  access  in  deciding 
the  fate  of  the  area.  According  to  the 
Planning  and  Zoning  Committee  Chair 
Maryann  Dillon,  "the  Mission  community 
is  a partner  in  developing  the  plan,  not 
an  after  the  fact  reactive  voice." 

Two  community  forums  are 
planned  for  February  19lh: 

From  8:30  am  to  10:00  am,  the 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Eureka 
Theatre  (2730-  16th  at  Harrison). 

From  6:30  pm  to  8:30  pm  the 
meeting  will  be  held  in  the  auditorium  of 
Hawthorne  School  (825  Shotwcll, 
between  22nd  & 23rd). 

BART  FACE  LIFT 

In  a remarkable  turn  of  events, 
BART  riders  and  those  who  pass  by  the 
16th  and  24th  Street  stations  are  in  for  a 
big  surprise,  new  and  improved  plazas 
and  stations. 

Almost  20  years  ago,  when 
BART  trains  began  to  roll  under  Mission 
Street,  a lot  of  promises  where  made 
about  what  BART  will  do  for  the 
Mission.  In  a recent  meeting  with 
representatives  from  BART,  none  of  the 
employees  remembered  or  even  knew 
about  the  original  beautification  plans. 
However,  thanks  to  the  long  standing 
dedication  by  Mission  activists  like 
Roberto  Hernandez,  we  where  at  those 
initial  meetings  and  we  are  still  at  the 
table  making  sure  that  the  Mission  will 
be  belter  served. 

The  improvement  plans  for  the 
stations  include  increased  lighting, 
replacing  bathroom  fixtures  & tiles, 
electrical  upgrades  and  an  improved 
agent  booth.  At  the  16th  Street  station 
a known  dark  corner  turned  hangout  will 
be  eliminated. 

Upstairs  for  all  to  see,  the  plaza 
lighting  will  be  increased  and  new 
landscaping  installed  along  the  perimeter. 
BART  also  proposed  to  "fence  in"  the 
new  greenery,  but  activists  and  design 
professionals  are  renegotiating  this 
institutional  look. 

One  of  the  plan’s  highlights  is  an 
increased  commitment  to  daily  cleaning. 
BART  will  be  assigning  the  same 
employee  to  each  station  (currently 
employees  rotate  among  the  stations)  in 
an  effort  to  foster  "station  ownership." 
Heavier  cleaning  of  the  plazas  is  done  I 
under  a contract,  which  does  not  expire 
until  November  of  this  year. 

The  BART  police  arc  not 
increasing  their  hours  at  the  two  stations 
because  "serious  crimes  is  about  the 
lowest  among  all  the  BART  stations," 
according  to  Bart  Police  Chief  Harold 
Taylor.  Chief  Taylor  apparently  didn’t 
realize  that  serious  crimes  are  generally 
not  reported  to  BART,  but  to  the  SFPD 


instead.  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Mission  Chair  Hilda  Bernstein  reminded 
BART  that  the  "quality  of  life"  crimes 
may  not  be  so  serious  to  BART  but  is 
detrimental  to  businesses,  merchants, 
residents  and  visitors. 

Special  thanks  to  Supervisor 
Gonzalez,  El  Nuevo  Frulilandia  Rosa 
Rivera,  and  MEDA  Executive  Director 

Roberto  Barragan  for  applying  the  heal. 
*********************************** 

TASK  FORCE  MEMBER  SEARCH 

The  Mayor’s  Task  Force  on  the 
Mission  is  seeking  new  members  to 
replace  several  people  who  may  be 
resigning. 

If  you  are  interested  in  working 
with  this  group,  send  your  name,  address, 
telephone  number,  along  with  why  you 
want  to  be  on  the  MTFM  to  Mayor’s 
Task  Force  on  the  Mission,  c/o  Mission 
Housing  Development  Corp.,  1656-  15lh 
Street,  SF,  CA  94103.  The  MTFM 
needs  to  receive  this  information  by 
February  17,  1992. 

Several  members  of  the  MTFM 
will  review  the  information  and  make 
recommendations  to  the  MTFM  for 
action. 

*********************************** 
SHELTER  BEDS  NEEDED 

An  effort  is  underway  to  locate 
a facility  to  sponsor  30  shelter  beds  for 
homeless  persons  in  the  Mission. 

Dolores  Street  Community 
Center  provides  dinner  and  shelter  for  40 
Latin  American  refugees  in  two  locations 
in  the  inner  Mission  District.  Recently, 
the  City  has  offered  Dolores  St.  funds  for 
an  additional  30  beds. 

Great  controversy  exists  about 
providing  shelter  beds.  On  one  side, 
opponents  argue  that  the  Mission  is 
overwhelmed  with  these  services  and 
shelter  beds  will  attract  more  homeless. 

On  the  other  side,  proponents 
say  that  the  homeless  are  already  here, 
living  nightly  in  our  doorways  and  alleys. 
There  are  only  40  shelter  beds  in  the 
Mission  and  2,000  homeless  nightly  in 
the  Mission. 

Its  time  for  each  of  us  to  decide 
on  a solution  which  works  to  the  benefit 
of  all  concerned.  No,  shelters  are  not 
the  only  solution  and  neither  is  making 
the  homeless  someone  else’s  problem. 

I know  I’m  glad  I didn’t  have  to 
spend  the  night  in  freezing  temperatures. 
Aren’t  you?  If  you  can  help,  contact  Jim 
Lowder  from  Dolores  Street  Community 
Center  at  861-6251. 

*************************  ********** 
LISTENING  IN 

As  part  of  this  monthly  column  we  would 
like  to  hear  what  you’ve  been  listening  in 
on.  Here’s  a sampling: 

A jogger  on  Mission  Street  said  (under 
his  breath),  "I  love  the  Mission,  its  a nice 
place  to  run  through." 


IAN  HEIMAN 


ANTIQUE  SILVER  JEWELRY 
COSTUME  JEWELRY 

HAWAIIAN  SHIRTS 
MEXICAN  PURSES 


SAN  JOSE  SHARKS 

MERCHANDISE 
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GIFTS  OF  THE  GODDESS 

Sacred  Arts,  Crafts,  and  Supplies 
Books«Candles*Incense 


Sacred  Arts 
Candles 
Incense 
Books 

973  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco  CA  941 10 
9415)  647-8406 
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MAELSTROM 

BOOKS 


New  Books  Daily 
Reasonable  Prices 


572  Valencia  St. 
between  16th  & 17th  Sts.) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
863-9933 


OUR  HOURS: 
Noon  - 7 
Seven  days  a week 
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COU/VTDOW/V 


SALTADfTO  (Steak.  Ontoos.  Rice  & Beans) 4.75 

STEAK  & CHICKEN  TACO .2.00 

CHARCOAL  BROLED  HAMBURGERS 3.25 

CHEESEBURGERS 3.50 

GUACAMOLE  BURGER 3.75 

FAJfTAS  (STEAK  OR  CHICKEN) 4.00 

SHIS  KEBAK  STEAK  OR  CHICKEN 4.75 

(with  rice  and  beans) 

STEAK  BURRriOS 3.00 

VEGETARIAN  BURRfTOS 3 00 

CHICKEN  BURRfTO 3.00 

RICE.  BEANS  & SALSA 2 00 

QUESADILLAS  (2) 1.50 


Get  ready.  Get  Set.  Get  the  Camaval  Spirit  for  ’92.  As  hosts  of  the  most 
multicultural  Camaval  parade  on  the  planet.  Inner  Misslonltes  enjoy 
more  participation  options  than  anyone  else.  The  most  fun  and 
traditional  way  you  can  start  getUng  in  sync  with  the  energy  Is  to 
Join  a Carnaval  contingent  as  a dancer  or  drummer.  Rates  and 
time  commitments  vary  but  it  Is  now  time  to  start  getting  a fix  on 
costumes,  themes  and  people. ..The  semi-official  season  kick-off  to  the 
13th  Camaval-San  Francisco  Countdown  is  the  Brasil  Club's  27th 

annual  CARNAVAL  Ball  at  the  Galeria  (Sat.2/29  9- lam)  info-742-9942 

♦ sL» 

nr* 

DATELINE:  10-27-91  Bahia  Tropical-  Carnaval  (C'91)  Awards 
Ceremony.  Place  was  packed  as  MECA's  Roberto  Hernandez  gave 
what  might  be  considered  his  first  "State  of  the  Camaval"  speech.  For 
1995.  he'd  like  to  import  the  best  of  other  countries  Camavals-a  goal 
he  also  stated  on  the  C’91  ABC-TV  broadcast.  For  C’92  MECA  plans  to 
lengthen  the  parade  route  to  14th  & Mission,  shut  down  1 1th  Street  for 
a Carribbean  street  party  the  night  before  the  parade  and  see  the 
parade  syndicated  into  other  TV  markets.  Also.  Peggy  Kennedy,  who 
has  been  very  successful  marketing  the  Chinese  New  Year  Parade  has 
been  hired  to  market  C'SF  by  MECA....Conspicious  by  their  absense. 
CPA  (Carnaval  Performers  Association]  heavies  Dennis  Broughton, 
Chalo  Edwardo,  & Roger  Pourier....  Paradox  of  Awards:  competition 
breeds  intensity,  envy  and  ill  will  which  is  why  much  breath  was  spent 
last  year  discussing  the  pros  & cons  of  eliminating  the  awards.  (Almost 
as  much  as  "who  should  have  won.")  However,  competition  adds  to  our 
climbing  standards  of  excellence  and  gives  us  a focus  for  all  the  passion 
the  art  of  Camaval  breeds. ..Passion  play:  C'90  & C'91  Grand  Prize 
winnners-Mas  MaJcers  has  seen  much  of  its  leadership  split  to  form  All 
Ah  We  who  have  their  Band  Launching  Sat. 2/22  9pm  at  Horn’s 
Caribbean  Spice.  1920  San  Pablo  in  Berkeley....  Marcus  Gorden's 
Camaval  Advisors  Committee  is  discussing  a giant  costume  award  for 
1992  but  let's  revisit  C'91  "the  SF  Bay  Area's  finest  two  hours  ever" 

% for  some  final  awards  $ 

Radical  Amazement-Float-builder 
Kip  Ferris  and  Fogo  Na  Roupa's 
three  1 5 foot  Baianas. 

Best  Theme  Presentation:  Cinga 


Brasil  for  Salute  to  the 
Homeless  Children  of  Brasil 
who  practiced  what  they 
preached  by  donating  much 
time,  money  and  energy  to  a 
start-up  children's  group, 
forgoing  spectacular  costumes 
in  many  instances  for  the 
makeshift,  spreading  awareness 
by  asking  everyone  for  a $1 
contribution  to  the  cause  and 
winning  best  music  and  song 
besides. 

Most  Ground  Breaking:  Wise  Fool 
Puppet  Intervention  who  "added 
a whole  new  dimension." 

Best  Crowd  Interaction:  Enchanted 
Garden  for  their  confetti, 
flowers  and  bubbles. 

Non-stop  High  Production  Values: 
Escola  Nova  de  Samba  who  did 
the  same  great  show  for 
everyone,  everywhere  and  did 
not  even  slow  down  in  front  of 
the  Judges. 

Thinking  Blg-The  New  Orleans 
style  Bay  Area  Blues  Society 
who  smoked  with  only  ten. 
musicians  which  included  both 
a Grand  Marshal  and  a King. 
Most  Enchanting:  Mas  Revellers. 
who  also  won  3rd  overall 
Most  powerful  sound:  Children  of 
Orpheus  who  were  also  the 
biggest  baterla  (drum  group) 
with  around  55. 

Biggest  Rule  violation:  a tie 
between  ULAPA  aka  Adriane 
Bermudez  who  violated  the  "no 
politicians/all  in  costume 
except  Mayor  of  SF"  rule  with 
Dick  Hongisto  and  Mission 
Cultural  Center  who  violated  the 
"No  political  signs"  rule  by 
having  a dozen  "Save  Our 
Schools"  picket  signs  strongly 
featured. 

People’s  Choice  Group:  Xipe  Totec 
Aztec  Dancers  who  dance  to 
bring  humanity  into  balance 
with  the  cosmos  and 
community. 


People's  Choice  Song:  Midnight 
Madness  Escola  Nova's  theme 
song  which  could  be  an  MTV  hit 

Most  photographed:  Sambao's 
Golden  Float  with  the  darling 
children  of  the  sun. 

PJ  (Parade  Jockey)Nominee: 
Jackie  Barnes  who  articulately 
educated  the  TV  audience  about 
Brazilian  dance  as  an  art  form 
In  a great  Sylvia  Ramirez 
pre-production  piece.  (Will  Val 
Diamond  ever  do  her 
Lambada?) 

Most  Bold:  Mariano  TapiafLos 

Matlachines)  for  the 
dramatization  of  an  Aztec 
Maiden  sacrifice  complete  with 
heart. 

Best  Masks:  Taft  School  from 
Redwood  City.  Sorry  repeats 
don't  count.  C'92  may  be 
breakthough  year  for  the  power 
of  masks. 

Biggest  and  Baddest:  Mas  Makers 
with  close  to  200  folks  and  no 
group  choreography  yet 
managed  to  win  "best  dance"  in 
Carrlbean/Other  (overall?) 

Energy  Peak:  Tie  between  Orisha 
Ba  Ba  with  help  from  the  Orixas 
and  Fogo  Na  Roupa  who  have 
an  amazing  overdrive  gear. 

Best  New  Sponsor:  Mexe  Mexe’s 
Varig  Airlines  whose  expensive 
float  almost  missed  the  TV 
telecast 

New  innovations:  Chalo 

& Josephine’s  (Escola  Nova) 
cordless  mlc  and  a theme  song 
in  English.  Carlos  Aceituno 
(Fogo  Na  Roupa)  adding  cool 
Jazz  and  cool  cats  to  Brazilian 
Camaval  come  up  with  very 
original  production.  Get  well 
soon  Yolanda. 

Regressions:  Val  Diamond 

(KGO-TV/Beach  Blanket 
Babylon)  for  wearing  the  same 
dress  two  years  in  a row. 
KGO-TV  for  shooting  the 
parade  from  the  waist  up  a la 
the  famous  Elvis  appearance  on 
the  Ed  Sullivan  Show. 


Stf  too  tarty  for  <What  s 'What  dr  mo’s  'Who  But  not  too  tarty  to  act  ready.  Mere ‘s  some  k 
name,  dr  numbers  for  C’92.  braziuan  Eacoia  n««  de  Sambu-aea-aL.  logo  L 

“TJJT*  (5l01428-°698'  647-*7fl4.  Mexe  Mexe  (5.0)  525-2574.  .motion  S.ud.o  963-365.,  Samb 
24-3032.  Orlxa  Ba  Ba  786-3305.  Arastacta  Dance  Studio  206-1204  CARRIBBEAN:  Mas  Makera  (510)  653-75f 
* ***  W*  ,5,0»  832-8110.  Maaqued  Revellers  (510)  234-8013.  OTHER:  Wise  Fool  Puppet  Intervention  905-59J 
Mission  Cultural  Center  821-1155.  Third  Wave  Dance  Studio  282-4020.  Latin  American  Workout  982-6160.  Soi 
of  Orpheus-(510)  372-8160,  Day  Area  Blue*  Sodety-(5 10)836-222 7 


577  Valencia  Street 
255-7612 

BEST  STEAK  SANDWICH 
IN  THE  MISSION  - ONLY  $3.50 


WE’LL  SEE  YOU  SOON  ! 


Pick  up  orders  too 

11 :30  AM  - 8 PM 


MON  - FRI 

CAT 


VAL 

21 


995  VALENCIA 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94110 
821-6622 


A Whole  Foods 
Restaurant  and 
Natural  Juice 
Bar 


❖ 


Saturday  & 
Sunday  Brunch 


Dinner 

Sun  - Thurs 
Fri  & Sat 
Brunch 

Sat  & Sunday 


5:30  - 10:00 
5:30-11:00 

10:00  - 3:00 


CAJ 


I.  o m&j  u jj,i  tv 

JOURNAL 


CAJ 


INDIAN  JUSTICE 
PROCRAM  HAS  NEW 
DIRECTOR 


The  Indian  Justice  Program  at  New 
College,  designed  to  train  Native 
Americans  to  assist  others  in 
gaining  justice  through  both  tribal  and 
U.S.  courts,  has  a new  director,  Faithe 
Seota.  Faithe  is  a member  of  the  Pima 
Maricopa  Indian  Community  and  grew 
up  on  the  Salt  River  Indian  Reservation 
in  southern  Arizona. 

Faithe  began  her  education  in  the 
seventies  and  got  her  A. A at  Scottsdale 
Community  College  in  1981.  She 
recently  completed  the  Indian  Justice 
Program  herself,  although  she  combined 
it  with  Humanities  coursework  and  Prior 
Learning  credit  to  receive  a Bachelors, 
rather  than  an  A. A.  degree.  She  began 
her  work  in  the  Tribal  courts  in  1978 
working  with  the  Thono  O’odhan 
Nation  after  participating  in  the 
American  Indian  Lawyers  Training 
Project.  She  has  also  worked  with  the 
Colorado  River  Indian  Tribes  Program 
and  the  National  Indian  Justice  Center. 

Much  of  her  work  has  been  as  a 
prosecutor,  but  in  Indian  life  this  role  is 
seen  much  differently.  Rather  than  simply 
finding  someone  to  blame,  discipline  and 
punish,  the  role  of  prosecutor  is  to 
administer  justice  in  a more  social 
fashion.  Deviant  behavior  is  seen  as  a 
responsibility  of  the  whole  community. 
The  role  of  the  prosecutor  to  help  both 
that  person  and  the  society  change  in 
such  a way  to  prevent  a reoccurrance. 

For  a long  time  tribal  courts  have 
operated  under  difficult  conditions.  It  has 
suffered  from  growing  caseloads  and  a 
lack  of  adequately  trained  and 
credentialed  practitioners  of  tribal  law. 


Peter  Gabel  Addresses 
The  Politics  Of  Meaning 


Photo  from  video  tape  available  from  Tikkun 


Peter  Gabel,  President  of  New  College,  in  part  assuming  his  other  professional  identity  — 
Associate  Editor  of  Tikkun  magazine  - recently  presented  several  lectures  in  various 
forums  throughout  the  Bay  Area.  The  series  highlighted  Tikkun  s call  for  a “politics 
of  meaning"  to  replace  the  limited  analysis  and  strategies  offered  by  politics  rooted  in  various 
forms  of  reductionism. 

The  first  lecture  took  place  in  San  Francisco  as  a forum  on  “Sexuality  in  America  after  the 
Thomas/Hill  Hearings".  Peter  began  by  describing  a recent  Time  magazine  article  on  the 
“do's  and  don'ts”  of  sexual  harassment.  The  article  was  making  a commonly  heard 
argument— that  the  problem  is  simply  a matter  of  the  mechanics  of  cultural  learning  and 
punishment  of  transgressors. 

Peter  spoke  of  the  need  to  engage  a deeper  understanding— that  of  the  link  between  violence 
and  desire,  and  the  glue  which  binds  them — social  alienation.  A response  which  argues  only 
for  proscription  runs  the  risk  of  proscribing  desire  as  well,  and  thus  increasing  alienation, 
reproducing  violence  rather  than  reducing  it.  Peter  argued  for  a political  movement  which 
protects  the  rights  of  women  while  recognizing  and  supporting  the  sensuous  and  connected 
nature  of  all  human  beings. 

The  second  forum  was  held  the  next  day  at  UC  Santa  Cruz.  It  was  sponsored  by  a newly 
formed  organization  on  campus — Students  for  Judaism  and  Social  Justice — and  attracted 
nearly  100  students,  one  of  the  largest  campus  gatherings  since  the  Gulf  War.  This  forum  in 
a more  general  way  outlined  the  critique  of  traditional  liberal  and  progressive  strategies 
provided  by  a politics  of  meaning.  In  its  place,  Peter  encouraged  a political  agenda  which 
understands  the  social  and  psychological  dimensions  of  political  action.  In  particular,  he 
argued  for  a politic  that  is  transformative  because  it  constructs  a culture  of  social  connection 
between  people  and  creates  community  as  a response  to  alienation. 

The  final  forum  of  the  week  drew  the  largest  crowd  as  over  600  people  jammed  the  Unitarian 
( hurch  in  San  Francisco  to  hear  a panel  discussion  on  the  issues  relating  to  Oliver  Stone’s  new 
film  JFK. 

The  panelists  included  Peter  Dale  Scott,  UC  Berkeley  professor  whose  research  on  the 
assassination  was  sited  by  Stone  and  whose  theory  about  the  motive  for  a conspiracy  has  been 
central  to  the  current  debate;  Todd  Gitlin,  author  of  The  Sixties  and  professor  of  Sociology  at 


See  GABEL  Continued  on  page  3 
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Unlike  other  systems,  however,  it  is  also 
under  additional  scrutiny  from  outside 
viewers.  Thus,  an  important  part  of  the 
program  is  to  train  graduates  in  the 
technical  skills  to  operate  the  tribal 
court  system  in  optimal  fashion. 

The  Indian  Justice  curriculum  is  intensive. 
The  first  year  provides  an  introduction  to 
the  tribal  court  system,  criminal  and  civil 
law,  youth  and  family  law  issues  and  tribal 
court  and  trial  advocacy  skills.  The  second 
year  emphasizes  a deeper  study  of 
American  Indian  law,  skills  in  legal 
research,  alternative  methods  of  resolving 
disputes  and  requires  an  internship  done 
in  a tribal  court  system. 

The  program  offers  an  Associate  of  Arts 
degree  which  students  receive  after  two 
years  of  study,  as  well  as,  the  possiblity  of 
obtaining  a Bachelors  degree.  Students  with 
an  A. A.  degree  in  Indian  Justice  Systems  will 
be  qualified  to  work  as  senior  cleks,  court 
administrators,  legal  advocates  and/or 
judges  in  the  tribal  court  systems.  In 
addition,  some  students  are  staying  at  New 
College  to  enter  the  Law  School  to  get  their 
J.D.  degree. 

Faithe  is  eager  to  have  the  Indian  Justice 
Program  become  a more  integrated  and 
vital  part  of  New  College.  She  is  working 
on  an  Open  House  for  the  program  to 
take  place  this  semester  in  the  Indian 
Justice  space  at  50  Fell  Street.  Anyone 
interested  in  the  program  sshould  contact 
Faithe  at  (415)  626-1694,  Ext.  117. 
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Integrated  Health  Studies 
Provides  Activist 
Pathway  To  UC  Berkeley 
School  of  Public  Health 


Education  at  New  College  currently  intersects  with  the 
community  in  at  least  two  ways.  First,  New  College  is  a site  where 
community  people  come  to  pursue  formal  education  goals  in  order  to 
increase  their  skills  and  opportunities  for  working  in  their  communities. 
Secondly,  New  College  through  its  non-degree  programs  sponsors  a 
variety  of  lectures,  forums  and  workshops  directly  for  the  community. 
At  times  the  two  efforts  intersect. 

This  was  the  case  with  Doug  Yaranon.  Doug  discovered  New  College 
when  he  attended  an  Integrated  Health  Studies  workshop  with  Dr. 
Michael  Tan,  a Medical  Anthropologist  from  the  Phillipines  who  was 
presenting  his  work  in  radical  approaches  to  community  health.  Doug, 
who  is  Filipino-Amcrican,  was  the  HIV  Coordinator  for  the  Pacific 
Center  and  had  been  working  with  th  West  Bay  Filipino  AIDS  Education 
Project  and  the  Asian  AIDS  Task  Force.  At  the  workshop,  he  found  out 
about  the  Integrated  Health  Studies  Program  and  its  progressive 
approach  to  the  health  of  both  individuals  and  community. 

Having  struggled  for  many  years  with  health  professionals  who  are  out  of 
touch  with  the  needs  and  goals  of  the  community,  Doug  decided  that 
New  College  was  a place  where  he  could  be  validated  enough  to  finish  his 
undergraduate  work  and  enter  the  health  profession.  Upon  completion  ot 
his  degree,  Doug  was  accepted  into  the  University  of  California  School  of 
Public  Health  to  specialize  in  community  health  education. 

Doug  had  begun  his  education  at  UC  Berkeley  back  in  the  seventies 
completing  nearly  three  years  before  he  dropped  out  in  1980.  He  had 
been,  at  that  time,  a Mass  Communications  major  and  was  doing 
People's  Theatre  work,  but  the  lack  of  meaning  on  campus  left  him 
feeling  uncommitted  to  completing  his  degree.  He  left  school  and  worked 
for  ATT,  becoming  a union  activist  with  the  Communications  Workers  of 
America.  After  years  of  activism  in  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  he  left 
to  become  an  AIDS  worker  in  1987. 

Doug  found  New  College  complemented  his  perspectives  and  work.  His 
advisor  was  Annette  Aalborg  and  most  of  his  courses  were  in  Integrated 
Health  Studies.  He  was  particularly  influenced  by  the  Community  Health 
classes  which  emphasized  student  work  and  other  courses  emphasizing 
radical  approaches  to  health  such  as  Marxism  and  Medicine.  Doug  also 
went  on  the  Health  Studies  Tour  of  the  Cuban  health  system  in  1989  and 
while  he  was  there  interviewed  the  national  epidemiologist  at  the  Institute 
for  Tropical  Medicine  concerning  Cuba's  approach  to  dealing  with  AIDS. 


Doug’s  non-IHS  studies  at  New 
College  consisted  mostly  of  video 
studies  which  he  uses  in  his  work. 
He  took  the  basic  courses  and  then 
expanded  his  repertoire  by  doing 
workshops  as  independent  study 
at  the  Bay  Area  Video  Coalition. 
Doug  also  participated  in 
recruitment  efforts  at  New 
College.  Through  an  independent 
study  with  Development  Director 
Matt  Kumin,  he  initiated  the  idea 
of  a multicultural  recruitment 
committee  and  scholarship 

program. 

Doug’s  Senior  Project  synthesized 
his  outside  work  and  his  academic 
work  at  New  College.  Doug 
became  the  Filipino  consultant  on 
a study  funded  by  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Public 
Health  to  better  understand  the 
beliefs  and  attitudes  of  gay  men  of 
color  about  AIDS.  For  his 
proposal,  he  developed  the  role  for 
the  Mission  Neighborhood  Health 
Center  of  interview  supervisor  for 
the  research.  Then,  as  his  project, 
he  interviewed,  trained  and 
supervised  the  community 
researchers,  designed  the  research 
instrument,  evaluated  its  success 
and  interfaced  with  the  Filipino 
community  concerning  its  uses. 

Doug’s  transition  to  UC  has  not 
been  with  out  its  difficulties. 
Although  he  found  out  about  the 
Public  Health  School  through 
Integrated  Health  Studies,  it  is  still 
far  more  traditional  than  New 
College.  Most  of  the  theoretical 
perspectives  are  mainstream  with 
not  much  attention  to  alternatives. 
Nor  is  there  much  emphasis  on  the 
need  to  understand  how  cultural 
variablity  affects  public  health.  In 
contrast,  these  are  important 
elements  in  the  IHS  program  at 
New  College.  The  silver  lining  to 
this  dilemma  is  that  Doug  sees  a 
role  for  someone  with  his 
perspective.  He  hopes  to  work  on  a 
new  approach  to  public  health 
education  which  will  integrate 
political  economy  and  medical 
anthropology  in  a qualitative  and 
paricipatory  model  of  community- 
based  research.  He  then  hopes 
through  education  and  research  to 
create  the  community  and  social 
change  necessary  to  produce  better 
health. 


Apprenticeship 
Program  involves  Law 
Students  with 
Community  Agencies 


Elizabeth  Thompson 


The  Apprenticeship  Program  at  the 
Law  School  is  an  integral  part  of 
what  makes  New  College  a 
public-interest  legal  education.  All 
students,  beginning  in  the  second  year  arc 
required  to  supplement  classroom  work 
with  actual  on-the-job  training  with 
practicing  attorneys  in  all  stages  of 
advocacy  from  trial  preparation  to 
appellate  practice. 

Apprenticeships  are  available  in  diverse 
areas  of  law.  A placement  service  is 
maintained  with  listings  of  current 
openings  which  include  such  possibilities 
as  the  ACLU,  the  Bayview  Hunter's  Point 
Community  Defender,  the  Lesbian 
Right's  Project,  the  S.F.  Human  Rights 
Commission  and  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Project. 

The  new  Director  (September  1991)  of 
the  Apprenticeship  Program  is  Elizabeth 
Thompson,  J.D.  Elizabeth,  who  grew  up 
in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  received  her  law 
degree  from  Santa  Clara  University  Law 
School  in  1983.  At  that  point  she  received 
the  Reginald  Heber  Community  Law' 
Fellowships  and  became  one  of  only  150 
Public  Interest  fellows  throughout  the 
country.  She  used  this  opportunity  to 
become  a staff  member  at  the  Legal 
Services  Office  of  Alameda  Count)'  where 
she  spent  at  least  25%  of  her  time  doing 
community  service  w'ork  and  community 
education  on  consumer  laws,  welfare  and 
unemployment  rights,  tenants  issues  and 
housing  rights.  She  also  helped 
communities  find  and  utilize  mediation 
services  to  resolve  internal  disputes. 

More  recently,  Elizabeth  coordinated  the 
Public  Interest  Scholars  Program  run  by 
the  Public  Interest  Clearing  House.  This  is 
a voluntary  internship  program  for  law 
students  from  Hastings,  Golden  Gate, 
Santa  Clara  and  UC  Davis.  In  addition, 
she  has  taught  legal  research  and  writing, 
as  well  as,  AIDS  and  the  Law  at  Golden 
Gate  and  will  teach  Legal  Methods  at 
New  College  this  semester. 

Elizabeth  believes  strongly  in  legal 
information  for  community  people.  Her 
brief  experience  with  the  Apprenticeship 
Program  so  far  has  shown  her  both  the 
need  and  the  power  of  breaking  down  old 
patterns  of  thinking  about  how  to  do  law 
in  the  community.  She  is  eager  to  explore 
the  ways  that  law  students,  lawyers  and 
the  Law  School  can  interact  with  the 
community  in  new  and  empowering  ways 
for  all  concerned. 
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COMMUNITY 

ACTION 

JOURNAL? 

Editor's  note:  This  editorial  which  has  sewed 
to  introduce  the  mission  statement  of  the 
Community  Action  Journal  is  appaermg  for  the 
last  time  in  this  issue. 

Taking  action.  During  the  past 
year,  a new  wave  of  community 
activist  protects  have  appeared 
on  New  College's  agenda  for 
integrating  education  and  social  change. 
The  Law  School  received  a major  grant  to 
begin  a Criminal  Defense  Clinic  for  the 
indigent.  The  Graduate  Program  in 
Psychology  will  soon  open  a low  cost 
counseling  clinic.  Poetics  after  moving 
from  the  Fell  St.  campus  to  the  Mission 
has  begun  an  exciting  new  series  of  poetry 
readings.  Arts  and  Social  Change  is 
providing  the  community  with  low  cost 
video  production,  visual  propaganda, 
Brazilian  film,  Brecht  and  its  faculty 
created  La  China  Poblana.  Herbie  Lewis, 
our  own  Jazz  Master,  used  his  influence  to 
provide  a safe  and  supportive  space  for 
women  to  make  a beautiful  sound. 
Following  on  the  heels  of  an  almost  daily 
support  for  anti-war  presentations  last 
spring  and  legal  defense  support  for  those 
arrested,  our  campuses  have  presented 
lectures  and  programs  on  issues  from 
health  care  to  GreenTalks:  sexism,  racism, 
homophobia;  critiqued,  analyzed  and 
strategized  neo-colonialism  from  the 
Mission  to  Northern  Ireland  and  beyond. 
Finally,  our  undergraduate  Humanities 
Program  is  considering  a bold  new 
direction  that  would  allow  students  to 
fully  integrate  their  classroom  learning 
with  activist  internships  and  community 
based  participatory  research. 

This  publication  is  about  recognizing 
action  as  education  in  a way  that 
traditional  publications  of  an  educational 
institution — catalogs,  course  lists, etc. — 
cannot  because  they  are  wedded, 
appropriately  so,  to  the  academic  viability 
and  credibility  of  the  institution.  They  can 
go  a long  way.  For  instance  they  can  talk 
about  action  as  experiential  education,  the 
pedagogy  of  learning  by  doing.  They  can 
even  talk  about  the  unique  and  powerful 
way  that  action  is  able  to  best  educate 
about  social  change,  bringing  student 
face  to  face  with  community  to  learn  with 
and  from  the  community.  But  a more 
difficult  terrain  lies  beyond.  The  goal  of 
this  Journal  is  to  not  only  support  the 
above,  but  also  to  recognize  and  manifest 
New  College  m solidarity  with  a 
community  of  other  individuals  and  social 
bodies  seeking  to  create  progressive  social 
change.  In  other  words  to  be  Partisan,  it  is 
about  joining  the  community.  Like 
Highlander,  i t is  action  as  education  as 
politics  and  this  is  harder,  if  not 
impossible  for  catalogs  and  course  listings 
to  do  so  we’ll  give  it  a try  here. 

* * * 

Thus,  the  Community  Action  Journal  is 
not  a school  newspaper.  It  will  not  be  for 
internal  communications,  nor  about 
actions  or  events  which  are  solely 
internal,  nor  carry  personal  ads.  These  are 
all  worthy  activities  deserving  of  a school 
newspaper,  a student  newsletter,  an 
underground  press,  etc.  It  will  focus  on 
activities  of  students,  faculty  and  staff, 
and  of  individuals  and  organizations  who 
use  the  College  in  a manner  that  directly 
and  concretely  act  in  or  with  the 
community  to  make  tomorrow  a better 
day  than  was  today.  People  wishing  to  be 
be  involved  editorially,  as  writers 
especially  in  Spanish,  photographers, 
investigative  reporters,  translators  etc. 
should  contact  Michael  McAvoy  at  626- 
1694  ext.  427. 
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Berkeley;  Leslie  Kauffman,  Editor  of  Socialist 
Review  and  who  co-taught  at  New  College 
with  Jon  Garfield  last  semester;  and  finally 
Peter  Gabel. 

Peter  Dale  Scott,  speaking  first,  presented 
a lengthy  description  of  the  findings  of  his 
research  which  has  led  him  to  believe  there 
were  motives  for  a conspiracy.  In 
particular,  he  spoke  of  the  contradictory 
National  Security  memos.  The  first,  written 
by  Kennedy  on  October  6,  1963  called  for 
removal  of  troops  from  Viet  nam.  The 
second,  written  by  Johnson  on  November 
24th  — two  days  after  the  assassination  ! — 
rescinded  that  move  and  called  instead  for 
the  U.S.  to  win  the  war  in  Viet-nam.  His 
other  relevant  information  described  a 
particularly  disconcerting  oversight  by  the 
FBI  in  not  examining  data  that  was  telling 
of  Lee  Harvey  Oswald's  obvious  life  in  the 
intelligence  field,  as  well  as,  Jack  Ruby's 
connections  to  organized  crime.  Finally,  he 
examinied  the  economic  incentives  for 
certain  New  Orleans'  industries'  interest  in 
the  removal  of  Kennedy  from  office.  Thus, 
in  his  conclusion,  Scott  urged  the  audience  to 
consider  not  simply  an  intelhgence/Mafia 
conspiracy,  but  one  which  involved 
corporate  America  as  well. 


Githn  aimed  his  remarks  at  the  news  media 
who  have  been  attacking  Stone.  Although 
he  shares  some  of  their  concerns  about 
Stone's  techniques  and  his  skillful 
manipulation  of  hearts  and  minds,  what  he 
does  not  share  is  their  ferocity,  and  he 
addressed  the  audience  on  this  concern. 
His  conclusion  is  that  with  the  New  York 
Times  and  others,  the  attempt  to  discredit 
Stone  and  the  movie  stem  from  their 
personal  and  professional  embarrassment. 
What  Stone  has  done  in  addressing  the 
issue,  flawed  though  it  might  be  in  Gitlin's 
view,  has  been  to  touch  the  American 
people  in  a way  that  journalists  are  now 
too  compromised  to  do.  He  argues  that 
they  have  been  bought  and  sold  a long  time 
ago  and  merely  peddle  this  year's  (month's, 
week's,  day's)  rally  be  it  Gulf  War,  Berlin 
Wall,  Soviet  chaos  or  Japanese  car  deals  in 
the  most  accommodating  manner.  What 
Stone  has  done  is  shown  them  what  they 
have  lost  in  the  bargain. 

Leslie  Kauffman  spoke  from  a unique 
vantage  point.  She  was  the  one  panelist 
who  could  not  recall  where  she  was  when 
she  heard  the  news  of  the  assassination  - 
because  she  had  not  been  born!  Her 
remarks  reflected  the  perspective  of  people 
for  whom  the  Dead  Kennedy's  was  a punk 
rock  group.  In  fact,  she  said  it  was  these 
Dead  Kennedy's  that  spoke  of  the  meaning 
of  politics  for  the  latest  generation  of 
thinking  young  people  - and  they  told  of  a 
hollowed  project  no  longer  capable  of  the 
Enlightenment  project  of  speaking  truth  to 
power.  In  her  most  provocative  statement 
she  claimed  that  for  this  generation,  JFK 
the  man  was  on  a continuum  not  with 
political  figures  such  as  Martin  Luther 
King,  but  with  cultural  icons  such  as  Elvis. 

Peter  was  the  last  to  speak.  He  returned  to 
a theme  present  in  his  talks  earlier  in  the 
week  - the  desocialization  of  experience. 
1 hat  is  in  dealing  with  a social  trauma,  if 
what  can  be  done  is  to  blame  a single  actor 
for  the  problem  rather  than  critically 


examine  the  social  order  for  more  complex 
explanations,  the  dominant  social  order  is 
exculpated  and  unthreatened. 

Placing  this  analysis  in  its  historical 
context,  Peter  detailed  the  oppressive  social 
order  of  the  fifties-  the  alienated  passivity  in 
the  face  of  power,  intimidation  by  a fear 
of  communism  and  mindless  consumerism 
of  the  appliance  mediated  reality  of  the 
period.  This  old  order  was  challenged  by 
Kennedy  as  both  his  style  and  content  of 
his  actions.  He  provided  to  a degree  an 
opening  for  desire  and  real  connection  to 
supplant  the  fantasy  connections  of  the 
previous  decade. 

Peter’s  interest  is  not  in  a conspiracy  theory 
to  kill  Kennedy,  however,  but  on  the 
cultural  and  mass  psychological  meaning 
of  the  “lone  gunman”  theory  i.e  the  need 
to  allocate  blame  to  a single  deviant 
individual  (Oswald)  for  this  painful  social 
trauma.  Once  accomplished  the  previous 
alienated  and  alienating  social  hiearchy 
can  be  reestablished  because  it  has  been 
exculpated  in  the  process. 

Peter’s  applause  for  Stone  and  the  movie 
is  that  it  brings  this  process  clearly  into 
view  by  showing  us  a context  that 
implicates  many  more  than  Oswald, 
indeed  in  some  ways  the  entire  culture. 
Speaking  to  the  film’s  progressive 
potential,  Peter  hopes  that  as  a result  this 
same  mass  denial  and  delusion  will  not 
so  easily  occur. 

Second 
Women's  jazz 
Conference 


On  Sunday,  January  26,  over  60 
women  participated  in  the  2nd  Women 
in  Jazz  Conference  held  at  New 
College.  As  a result  of  the  first  one  held 
last  December,  a group  of  women  have 
formed  Jazzwome'Network  to 
continue  these  programs.  This 
conference  has  workshops  on  surviving 
a jam  session  and  how  to  get  a gig, 
performances  and  over  two  hours  of 
jam  sessions.  They  are  planning  the 
third  in  this  series  for  Sunday,  April 
5th.  For  more  information  call  Cynthia 
at:  647-9544. 


Walsh 
returns  to 
Stanford; 
Leary  to 
New  College 


Jack  Leary.  Jesuit  priest,  philosopher, 
the  son  of  an  Irish  mining  family  whose 
father  died  of  “miner's  consumption”  and 
founder  of  New  College  is  returning  this 
semester  to  teach  and  do  development 
work  for  the  college. 

Father  Leary  began  New  College  in  his 
Sausalito  living  room  in  19“  I with  14 
students  and  $2500  dollars.  He  had  been 
President  of  Gonzaga  University  for  most 
of  the  60’s  and  was  at  the  time 
Vice-President  of  Santa  Clara  University 
where  his  dissatisfaction  with  the 
educational  process  was  growing.  Five 
years  later.  New  College  was  a fully 
accredited  alternative  college  with  a public 
interest  law  school.  Since  that  time  he  has 
gone  on  to  start  two  other  innovative 
educational  institutions — Old  College  and 
Leadership  College  in  Nevada  and  write  a 
book  on  re-shaping  education  into  smaller 
communities  called  Don't  Tell  Me  you’  re 
Not  Confused,  A Critical  Look  at  College. 

Father  Leary  will  teach  courses  in 
philosophy  beginning  this  semester  with 
Mctaphysicon  Tuesday  mornings,  a meta- 
discourse  on  “reality”  examining  the 
process,  as  well  as,  the  content  of 
philosophy  from  Aristotle  to  Hegel  to 
Derrida.  He  will  also  use  his  considerable 
skills  in  development  to  help  New  College 
fund  raise  for  an  endowment  for 
scholarships  and  other  vital  proiects  of  the 
college. 

A small  welcoming  reception  for  students, 
faculty  and  staff  to  meet  Jack  will  be  held 
on  Tuesday  evening,  February  18  from  5:30 
to  7:30  in  the  Humanities  building.  Herbie 
Lewis,  our  Jazz  Studies  Director  will  provide 
musical  entertainment. 


ADRIENNE  RICH 


WED.  FEB.5  ADRIENNE  RICH:  BENEFIT  READING  FOR  MODERN  TIMES 

Reading  form  her  latest  book,  An  Atlas  of  the  Difficult  World  and  other  works.  She  will  be  introduced 
by  Sara  Levi  Calderon,  author  The  Two  Mujeres.  7:30  pm  $5-10  777  Valencia  St. 
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Psychologist  from  El  Salvador 
speaks  to  graduate  students 


On  Thursday,  January  16,  1992,  the  same  day  that  a peace  agreement  between 
the  FMLN  and  the  Salvadorean  government  was  being  signed.  Dr.  Anna  de 
Los  Angeles  de  Salamon  from  the  University  of  El  Salvador  was  telling  New 
College  graduate  students  about  the  psychological  legacy  of  the  12  years  of  war. 

This  was  nor  the  first  time  that  the  rragedy  of  El  Salvador  had  been  spoken  of  at  777 
Valencia  Street.  Three  years  ago,  just  months  before  he  was  murdered  by  the  radical 
right,  Jesuit  Priest  Martin-Barro  was  here  in  conjunction  with  a conference  sponsored 
by  New  College  and  the  Coalition  to  Aid  Refugees  and  Victims  of  Torture  and  War 
Trauma.  He  came  to  tell  of  the  governmental  atrocities  and  to  help  create  a world  wide 
network  of  radical  therapists  and  political  activists  to  aid  the  survivors  of  the  war. 

Now,  Dr.  Escobar  de  Salamon  was  here  to  tell  how  she  and  other  practitioners  were 
dealing  with  victims  in  El  Salvador.  She  hoped  that  their  experiences  might  help 
practitioners  in  this  country  to  aid  those  who  have  escaped  to  the  U.S. 

In  focusing  on  clinical  treatment,  she  emphasized  several  crucial  factors.  First  of  all,  it 
is  important  that  the  setting  be  very  supportive.  The  notion  of  using  the  neutral  context 
of  the  therapist  office  is  avoided.  Therapy  is  always  done  in  the  environment  of  the 
home  of  the  victim  or  of  a friend  where  he  or  she  feels  comfortable.  Often  the  session 
might  include  food  and  coffee  as  a way  of  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  fear  and  trauma. 
Non-traditonal  methods  such  as  massage  and  drama  are  used  therapeutically.  The 
massage  and  other  forms  of  touching  are  useful  in  reacquainting  the  person  with  positive 
sensations  in  the  body.  The  terror  of  inflicted  pain  has  often  made  this  impossible.  Using 
social  drama  victims  are  often  able  to  work  through  pain  in  a controlled  reenactment 
of  the  torture.  Most  important  is  the  political  support  of  the  therapist/  It  is  vitally 
important  that  the  person  not  feel  that  the  consequences  of  their  actions  have  been  in  vain 
and  that  the  relationship  between  therapist  and  client  is  one  of  comrades,  not  just 
doctor/patient. 


In  conclusion  Dr.  Escobar  spoke  of  the  urgent  need  for  medical  assistance  after  the 
peace  agreement  takes  effect.  Many  clinicians  will  be  needed  to  care  for  those  wounded 
in  so  many  ways  in  the  past  twelve  years.  Finally,  she  added  that  the  best  therapy  is  yet  to 
be  found  - peace  and  social  justice  for  the  people  of  El  Salvador. 


FEBRUARY  CALENDAR 


MON.  FEB  3:  WOMEN'S  HEALTH  ACTION  MOBILIZATION  MEETING 

7:00  pm  777  Valencia  St.  Free. 

WED.  FEB. 5 ADRIENNE  RICH:  BENEFIT  READING  FOR  MODERN  TIMES  Reading  form  her 
latest  book,  An  Altai  ol  the  Difficult  World  and  other  works.  She  will  be  introduced  by  Sara  Levi 
Calderon,  author  The  Two  Mujeres.  7:30  pm  $5-10  777  Valencia  St. 


FRI.  FEB. 14  VALENTINE  S DAY  WITH  PAUL  KRASSNER.  satirist, 

8:00pm  Editor  of  The  Realisl  and  of  Abbie  Hoffman's  autobiography. 

" ...  a raving,  unconfined  lunatic  Krassner's  FBI  files.  $8/S5stud  777  Valencia  St. 

MON.  2/24  OPEN  FORUM:  S00  YEARS  OF  WHITE  SUPREMACY,  an  8 week  class. 
7:00  pm  For  more  info  call:  SS2-2993. 

SAT.  2/29  INTO  THE  EYE  OF  MAGIC; 

A CONTEMPORARY  MUSICAL  CHINESE  FOLKTALE. 

Written  by  Carolyn  Lau.  Music  by  Gary  Schwentes.  2pm  & 7:30pm  777  Valencia  St. 


(“The  Walls  Belong 


NEW  COLLEGE 
OF  CALIFORNIA 
SCHOLARSHIP  FUND 

To  Promote  A Progressive, 
Multicultural  Community 

New  College  seeks  to  promote  and  support  a 
progressive,  multicultural  community  amongst  its 
faculty,  staff  and  students  as  part  of  its  mission  to 
community  service,  social  change  and  critical 
thinking  It  also  recognizes  the  many  barriers 
historically  and  currently  laced  by  students  of  color 
and  others  whose  backgrounds,  experiences  and 
goals  lie  outside  "the  mainstream"  Thus,  New 
College  has  established  a scholarship  fund  to 
support  those  students  who  are  working  to 
overcome  these  barriers  and  who  embody  the 
values  and  goals  of  the  college  This  program 
begins  to  accept  applications  February  1,  1992  for 
support  during  the  1992-93  academic  year 

While  each  academic  program  within  the  college 
(Core  Humanities/Poetics,  Law,  Graduate 
Psychology,  Weekend  College)  has  its  own 
priorities  and  concerns,  these  general  criteria 
govern  the  entire  fund:  • Applicants  must  be 
degree  candidates,  enrolled  at  least  half  time;  • 
demonstrate  financial  need  under  the  Federal 
guidelines  as  administered  by  NCOC,  • can  be 
either  new  or  continuing  stduents;  and  • 
scholarship  awards  which  apply  directly  to  tuition 
and  are  for  one  year  only  although  past  recipients 
may  re-apply. 

The  deadline  for  Core  Humanities  and 
Craduate  Poetics  student  applications  to  this 
program  is  March  1st 

Humanities:  41S.626.0884 

Graduate  Psychology  6 Poetics:  415  861.4168 

Law  6r  Weekend  College:  41 S 861.411 1 


California  State 
Scholarships  Support 
New  College  Students: 
Deadline  March  2nd! 

For  years,  many  students  have  made  use  of  the  Cal 
Grant  program  which  can  provide  significant 
financial  support  for  both  tuition  and  living 
expenses.  General  qualifications  include  being  a 
California  resident,  making  satisfactory  academic 
progress,  be  pursuing  a program  of  study  leading 
to  an  undergraduate  degree,  not  having  a BA 
already,  and  must  not  owe  a refundor  default  on 
any  state  or  federal  education  grant. 

Cal  Grant  A whch  helps  low-  and  middle-income 
students  with  tuition/fee  costs  is  based  upon 
financial  need  and  grade  point  average.  In  1991- 
92,  the  new  awards  ranged  from  $700  to  $5,250 
at  schools  such  as  New  College. 

Cal  Grant  B provides  a living  allowance  (and 
sometimes  tuition  help)  for  very  low  income 
students.  The  living  allowances  range  from  $700  - 
$1400  The  tuition  support  was  in  the  same  $700 
-$  5,250  range 

The  application  deadline  for  the  Cal  Grant  Program 
is  March  2nd.  Applications  are  available  from  the 
Financial  Aid  Office  located  at  50  Fell  St.,  or  call 
626-1694  x 141  or  142. 

In  addition,  the  Humanities  Program  will  be  having 
special  Financial  Aid  Workshops  on  February  18 
from  7 -9  pm  at  777  Valencia  St.,  and  February  19 
from  l-3pm  at  766  Valencia  Street  Please  contact 
Katrina  Fullman  for  more  information  at  626-0884 


to  those 

who  write  on  them.”) 

Empty  ground  given  to  enter- 
prise. Discarded  lives 
removed.  “If 
you  lived  here 
you  would  be  home  now." 

Dazzling 
American  Beau- 
ty above:  splintered  fragments 
bared  to  commercial  de- 
signs of  aspir- 
ing trans^ 
actions.  “Evicted — 

nowhere 
to  go."  Lost  to 
aspirations  apparatus, 
twisting  darkness  down 
to  red  shadows 
stenciled  on 
pavement  cracks: 

uneven 
with  the  wait 

of  unfelt  protest.  "Exhibit  Here.” 

Against  storm  fence  wire 
focus:  children  play 
pastime  games  of 
ball  on  cement 
slabs  in  a garden  of 

Anarchy.” 

Grandma  peering 
through  a tattered  ribbed  gate: 
safety  (laughter)  in  the 
overgrowth,  hid- 
den, of  neglect. 

Torn  fabrics  damply 
fleshing 

about  an  arched 

foundation  framed  of  red  brick: 

offers  no  shelter 

from  Four  Seasons 

discontent. 

“Business  and  Progress  = 

Poverty 

and  homelessness." 

“If  you  lived  here  you  would  be  home 

now."  “The  walls  belong 

to  those  who 

write  on  them.”  (Every 

letter  is  a soldier, 

in  the 

Garden  of  An- 
archy. 

“Let  it  grow.” 

James  Bastian 

Editor's  note  This  poem  was  written  upon  viewing  the 
graffiti  where  the  International  Hotel  used  to  stand  One 
early  morning  ml  977,  mounted  police  and  the  riot  squad 
broke  through  the  ring  of  demonstrators  to  evict  elderly 
Asian  tenants  fighting  the  takeover  of  their  homes  by  Four 
Seas,  a Thailand  based  multinational  corporation. 
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863-1087 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE  ACCLAIMED  "28  UP'! 


rvi 


Every  seven  years,  Michael  Apted  has  returned  to  record  the  lives  of  14  people, 
tracing  their  ambitions,  successes,  their  failures,  their  loves  and  even  one's  madness, 

Seven  years  are  up.  Discover  where  they  are  now. 


C 


WHAT  THE  CRITICS  SAID  ABOUT  “28  UP” 

“One  of  the  greatest  films  of  all  time!  This  movie  is  unlike 

any  other  film  I've  ever  seen!” 

-Roger  Ebert,  SISKEL  & EBERT 

“One  of  the  year's  ten  best!” 

-Vincent  Canby,  THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES 

“Extraordinary!” 

— Cathleen  McGuigan,  NEWSWEEK 

WEST  COAST  PREMIERE  FRIDAY,  FEB  7! 

3 weeks  only.. .must  end  Thurs,  Feb  27 

7:00  & 9:30  (matinees  Wed  thru  Sun  at  2:00  & 4:30) 


3117  16th  (at  Valencia) 
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BLONDIES:  THE  BAR  NEXT  DOOR 


by  Mark  Katrina 


M, 


lention  North  Beach  and  good  Italian 
home  cooking  comes  to  mind.  If  one  feels  the 
yen  for  the  best  in  Chinese  food,  the  Sunset 
and  Chinatown  rate  the  edge  in  terms  of  where 
to  start.  When  it  comes  to  the  local  nightclub 
scene,  South  of  Market  generally  sporis  the 
best  reviews. 

Mention  the  Mission  and  the  stigma  of 
negative  stereotype  associated  with  inner-city 

crime,  graffiti  and  so  forth  is  apt  to  ward  off 
the  misinformed  entertainment  seeker 

Bar  owners  Ricci  Cornell  and  Clarice 
Lacau  are  out  to  change  all  that  with  Blondies 
Bar  and  No  Grill  at  540  Valencia  Street. 

Blondies.  which  opened  her  doors  to  the 
public  last  April,  features  a cosmopolitan 
motif  with  subdued  sconce  lighting  and  caters 
to  a mixed  crowd  of  local  artists,  professionals 
and  Mission  District  regulars. 

Stepping  through  the  oversized  glass 
doors  of  Blondies  for  the  first  time  is 
something  like  slipping  into  a warm  jacuzzi. 
The  affable  employees  and  clientele  have  the 
same  effect  as  a hot  toddy  on  a cold  San 
Francisco  night. 

“I  feel  the  Mission  has  gotten  a bad  rap,” 
said  Cornell.  “I  sense  the  vitality  and  creative 
pulse  in  this  community.  This  area  is  home  to 
a lot  of  artists,  writers  and  musicians.  We 
welcome  everyone  at  Blondies  and  I’m  hoping 
that  we  can  become  integrated  into  the 
community. 

Cornell,  a former  New  Yorker  before 
moving  to  San  Francisco  in  the  mid-1960's,  is 
herself  a Mission  District  resident.  She 
opened  the  Cafe  Commons  in  1978  and  has 
years  of  restaurant  ownership  experience 
under  her  belt.  Opening  Blondies  marks  a new 
era  in  her  career. 

“Believe  me,  I did  my  homework.  I 
looked  at  other  locations  all  over  the  city  and 
came  across  some  unbelievable  deals,  places  I 
could  have  bought  at  half  the  price.  But  in  the 
end,  I think  we  came  up  with  the  best 
location,”  said  Cornell. 

Cornell  is  also  more  than  satisfied  with 


BLONDIE’S  PROPRIETORS  CLARICE  LACAU  (L)  AND  RICCI  CORNELL  (R) 


her  choice  in  forming  a partnership  with 
Lacau,  whom  she  credits  with  putting  the 
spark  in  Blondies  with  creative  promotions. 

Although  they  are  something  of  a new 
kid  on  the  block,  Lacau  and  Cornell  would 
like  to  see  Blondies  eventually  form  a bar 
association  with  other  bar  owners  in  the 
Mission  and  on  Valencia  Street. 

I think  if  we  work  collectively  together,  it 
will  be  in  everyone’s  best  interest.  The  reason 
why  North  Beach  and  Chinatown  do  so  well  is 
because  those  neighborhoods  have  gotten 
behind  small  businesses  in  those  communities 
and  actively  promoted  them,"  said  Cornell. 

Lacau  agreed,  saying  that  Valencia  Street 
bars  and  restaurants  have  the  potential  to 
enjoy  similar  success.  They  point  to  the  fact 
that  San  Francisco  columnist  Herb  Caen 
recently  referred  to  the  Valencia  Street  strip  as 
the  “New  Bohemia”  due  to  its  high 
concentration  of  bookstores,  theaters,  bars  and 
restaurants. 


O ur  thanks  to  the  neighborhood  and  especially 
our  loyal  customers for  your  tolerance  during 
the  14  months  following  our  disastrous  fire. 

We  hope  our  ref urbishedbuildingwillbeto  your  liking 

JARLATH,  IRIS,  MIKE,  FIONA, and  SHANE  O’CONNOR 

HARRINGTON  BROS. 

Furnishings  & Moving 

599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 

861-7300 


Everything  for  Home  and  Office 

We  Move  Furnishings  and 
Office  Equipment 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
We  Buy  Furniture 


The  Blondies  team  feels  that 

neighborhood  bars  are  going  to  be  where  the 
action  is  when  it  comes  to  entertainment. 

“They're  going  to  be  the  entertainment 
centers  of  the  future.  People  don’t  want  to 
drink  and  drive  (due  to  stricter  enforcement  of 
drinking  laws),  but  drinking  in  your 

neighborhood  and  walking  home  is 

responsible,”  Cornell  said. 

Lacau  pointed  to  the  fact  that  drunk 
driving  arrests  diminished  to  just  19  in 
Northern  California  over  the  recent  New 

Year's  holiday. 

Cornell  and  Lacau  are  also  doing  their 


pari  in  terms  of  being  responsible  bar  owners. 

"Our  customers  are  our  friends,”  said 
Lacau. 

"That's  right,"  said  Cornell.  “But  if  I feel 
that  someone's  had  too  much  to  drink,  I'll  ask 
them  if  I can  call  them  a cab.  Sure  they  might 
get  pissed  off  at  me  that  night,  but  at  least 
they'll  be  able  to  come  back  the  next  day  if 

that's  what  they  want  to  do.  I’m  not  going  to 
put  anyone  in  jeopardy  just  to  make  an  extra 
couple  of  bucks." 

As  for  the  Blondies  name  itself,  the  "No 
Grill”  inclusion  is  their  tongue-in-cheek 
response  to  the  cliche  phrase  “bar  and  grill” 
that  somehow  seems  to  get  tacked  onto  every 
new,  trendy  or  yuppified  eating  and  drinking 
establishment. 

And  while  there  may  not  really  be  a 
Betty  Crocker  or  Sara  Lee,  Blondies  is  true  to 
its  name  as  Cornell's  striking,  fair-haired 
daughter  actually  tends  bar. 

Despite  the  absence  of  a menu,  the 
atmosphere  at  the  bar  is  no  less  appetizing  A 
sophisticated  playlist  includes  the  upbeat 
sounds  of  Aretha  Franklin,  Steely  Dan,  Tina 
Turner  and  the  Mission’s  own  Carlos  Santana 
- to  name  a few. 

An  espresso  coffee  maker,  imported  from 
Italy,  is  prominently  displayed  at  one  end  of 
the  bar  and  such  drinks  are  offered  at  prices 
comparable  to  those  served  at  similar  venues. 

Blondies  also  sports  a pool  table  toward 
the  back  of  the  room,  but  pool  sharks  and 
other  would-be  hustlers  be  advised:  Blondies 
team  of  ace  pool  shooters,  headed  by  Captain 
Chip  Jingles,  recently  captured  their  division 
in  city-wide  competition  by  going  undefeated 
with  a 10-0  mark. 


The  New  Valencia  Street  Bistro 

Dinner  served  Wednesday,  Thursday  Friday  <k  Saturday 


Open  Tuesday  ■ Sunday  for  Breakfast  and  Lunch 
Closed  Mondays 


Catering  Aval  I able 


VC'"\ 


QRAVITY  SPOT 

Cafe  and  Gallery 


1136  Valencia  • San  Francisco,  CA  94110  • 415  • 282  • 4271 


CLAUDIA  W.  BRISSON 

Attorney  at  Law 


Personal  Injury  • Civil  Rights 

345  Franklin  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


Landlord  / Tenant 

(415)  241-7355 


terous 

art  etc. 

Q 8 3 guerrero 

(betujeen  16th  C 17thl 

san  francisco 
California  9Q110 
%I5?55-904I 
tues  - sun  17  pm 


chimera 

fetishes 

statuary 

baubles 

ornamentation 

trinkets 

gems 

pencraft 

melody 

uestments 

improuisation 


U bjecis  of  art. 
beauty,  and  taste 
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MAMBO  KINGS  RISE  AGAIN 


TITO  ™ 
PUENTE 

THE  MAMBO  KING 


This  month,  the  film  of  the  best  selling 
novel  The  Mambo  Kings  Plav  Sonus  of  Lqvs 
is  due  for  release  with  sure-to-be  events  in 
Miami  and  New  York  City.  The  film  features 
the  singer  Celia  Cruz  and  the 

bandleader/percussionist  Tito  Puente,  who  had 
a stellar  year  in  1991  with  the  release  of  his 

100th  recording,  Ifcg M^mtlQ 

(RMM/Sony).  This  tour-de-force  album 

features  9 different  singers  including  Cruz, 
Oscar  D’Leon  and  “El  Canario".  It  deserves 
to  win  the  Grammy,  for  which  it  has  been 
nominated. 

Puente  was  also  honored  (L.A.  style)  last 
August  when  a star  of  his  own  was  placed  on 
Hollywood's  walk  of  fame.  The  Mambo 
Kings  has  already  generated  much  musical 
interest  and  this  Film  could  signify  a full-force 
return  to  the  American  mainstream  for  Latin 
music. 

Oye! 

The  Mambo  has  its  origins  in  Cuba,  but  it 
developed  in  New  York  City.  An  Afro-Cuban 
form  that  came  from  the  Congolese  religious 
cults  in  Cuba,  the  Mambo  was  brought  to 
NYC  by  (among  others)  Arsenio  Rodriguez, 
the  crucial  Cuban  singer,  tres  (9  string  Cuban 
guitar)  player  and  composer. 

It  developed  with  the  Latin  big  bands  of 
Machito,  Tito  Rodriguez  and  Tito  Puente  (in 


the  1940s)  from  play  between  the  trumpets 
and  saxophones  always  backed  by  the  big 
Cuban  rhythm  section  The  dance  that  arose 
inflamed  passions  and  has  been  called  a 
"rumba  with  jitterbug”. 

In  1951  Perez  Prado  played  to  3,500 
people  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  San 
Francisco  Prado  brought  the  Mambo  to  the 
American  public  at  large  but  was  never  highly 
regarded  in  New  York  where,  in  1952,  the 
Palladium  dance  hall  switched  to  an 
all-Mambo  format  with  the  orchestras  of 
Puente,  Rodriguez  and  Machito. 

1954  saw  the  most  extensive  louring  by 
the  Mambo  greats;  the  Mambo  USA  tour 
included  the  orchestras  of  Noro  Morales 
(pianist),  Miguelito  Valdes  (the  original 
"Babalu"  who  Ricky  Riardo  copied)  and 
Mongo  Santamaria  (a  master  conga  player 
who  later  became  part  of  the  SF  music  scene 
of  the  60s).  The  demise  of  the  Mambo  in  the 
later  1950s  is  tied  to  the  rise  of  the  simpler 
Cha-Cha-Cha  which  was  the  rage  in  Cuba  in 
1953.  Perhaps  the  enduring  legacy  of  the 
Mambo  craze  is  its  link  with  jazz  and  its  great 
impact  on  rhythm  and  blues  and  rock  n’roll; 
the  mambo  influenced  Ruth  Brown  ("Mambo 
Baby"  was  number  one  on  the  R&B  charts  in 
1954),  Fats  Domino,  Bo  Diddley,  “C.C. 
Rider”,  Ray  Charles,  Dizzy  Gillespie,  Charlie 
Parker  and  countless  others. 

This  era  is  perhaps  best  documented  by 
the  many  fine  releases  on  the  Palladium  label 
out  of  Barcelona,  Spain,  and  many  classic 
Mambo  records  are  now  available  on  C.D 
Among  them,  the  best  is  Tito  Puente's  “Dance 
Mania”  from  1958,  which  has  been 
re-mastered  and  released  as  part  of  RCA’s 
Tropical  Series;  this  recording  features  Puente 
on  timbales,  vibraphone  and  marimba,  Santos 
Colon  on  vocals,  Ray  Berrctto  on  conga.  7 
trumpets,  4 saxophones,  piano  and  bass 

Also  in  the  series  is  Perez  Prado’s  most 
solid  recording,  “Havana  3 AM”.  Other 
essential  Puente  C.D.S  are  "Cuban  Carnival", 
recorded  in  1955  and  1956  with  master 
percussionists  Mongo  Santamaria,  Willie 
Bobo,  Candido  and  “Patato",  and  "Salsa 
Salsa",  a 1984  recording  that  shows  Puente  at 
his  best  playing  his  classic  “Oye  Como  Va" 
and"Babarabatiri”. 

For  further  reading  check  out  John  Storm 
Robert’s  "The  Latin  Tinge"  - it's  all  there. 
Check  your  worries  and  let  the  music  move 
you! 

Robert  Leaver 


^Imperial  JVuto  fainting 

“PALACE  OF  POLYURETHANE  ENAMEL” 

EXPERT  AUTO  PAINTING 

EXPERT  BODY  A FENDER  REPAIR  FREE  ESTIMATES 

FRAME  STRAIGHTENING  ^ "°  ,0»  T0°  01 


WITH  MODERN  EQUIPMENT 


CHECK  OKI  lOV.  LOW  PUCES 

ONE  DAY  SERVICE  AVAILABLE  °" 

FREE  TOWING  WITH  REPAIRS 
OVER  25  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  U8LI 
INSURANCE  WORK  WELCOME 


285-4562  415-285-4797 

3135  24TH  ST  (NEAR  BART  BETWEEN  FOLSOM  & S VAN  NESS)  SAN  FRANCISCO 


10%  OFF  WITH  THIS 


A D 


LITERATURE  & POLITICS 
CULTURE  & COMMUNITY 

BOOKS  IN  ENGLISH  & SPANISH 

We  feature  a superb  collection  of 
international  & multicultural  fiction 

968  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  282-9246 
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LOCAL  EARWAX 


I've  been  told  to  keep  words  to  a 
minimum  this  month,  so  - DANG!  - can’t  go 
off  too  long  on  what  a sweaty,  jumpin'  show 
the  DISPOSABLE  HEROES  OF 
HIPHOPRISY  put  on  at  the  Kennel  Klub 
January  17th  Soon  to  have  their  debut  album 
out  in  March  (tentatively  titled  “Hipocrisy  is 
the  Greatest  Luxury"),  Michael  Franti,  Rono 
Tse  (formerly  of  the  Beatnigs),  Charlie  Hunter 
and  Simone  White  have  something  already  in 
the  making  that  we  can  only  anticipate  will 
take  this  country  to  a different  level  of 
music-politics. 

To  rouse  a hip  SF  crowd  and  to  keep 
arms  waving,  that's  an  exceptional  ability 
But  to  continue  doing  so  wiih  poetic  cross- 
examinations  of  self  and  society  without 
losing  the  fervor . that 's  commendable. 

Lolloping  back  and  forth  with  his 
ever-intensc  stare,  Michael  Franti  took  the 
piece  “Socio-Genetic  Experiment”  to  the  hilt, 
and  with  the  ending  phrase  “and  I’m  proud!", 
there’s  no  doubt  about  what  kind  of  effrontery 
is  put  into  that  kind  of  song. 

If  you’ve  never  seen  Hiphoprisy  live  or 
recall  a Beatnigs’  show  and  think  it  might  be 
the  same  thing,  think  again.  Franti  and  Rono 
still  dance  like  sidling,  caterwauling  brujos 
and  the  word  “revolution"  still  hangs  in  the 
air,  yet  there's  a roundedness,  a sophisticated 
spar  that  everyone’s  involved  in  that  belies  the 
former  days  of  the  Beatnigs. 

Charlie  Hunter’s  funk-with-fluid  jazz 
guitar  backed  with  Simone  White  on  drums 
gives  the  musical  portions  of  Hiphoprisy  as 
much  eloquence  as  Franti 's  prose/lyncs.  It'll 
be  interesting  to  see  how  they’re  going  to 
catalog  these  guys. 

ALERT:  Sign  ups  for  the  AIDS 
Dance-A-Thon  taking  place  March  7th  at  Fori 
Mason  are  now  being  taken,  and  it  is  a wise 
idea  to  pre-  register,  due  to  space  limitations. 

Expecting  more  than  3,000  folks  to  take 
part  in  this  5-hour  dance  party  with  local  DJ's, 
artists  and  the  like,  sponsors  of  the 
Dance-A-Thon  request  participants  bring  in  at 
least  $75  in  contributions  for  admission  (so 
get  family,  friends,  neighbors  involved  too!). 

What's  the  money  going  toward1’  Local 
AIDS  awareness  and  support  groups,  like  the 
American  Indian  AIDS  Institute  of  San 


Francisco,  Black  Coalition  on  AIDS.  Project 
Inform  and  the  Shanti  Project,  to  name  some 
And  yes,  there  might  be  an  appearance  by 
Madonna,  who  has  been  the  celebrity 
spokesperson  for  the  event  since  it  began  in 
New  York  some  years  ago 

To  register,  or  for  more  information,  call 
392-9255. 

UPCOMING  SHOWS  IN  THE 
MISSION  THAT  WILL  RID  YOU  OF 
THOSE  EXTRA  POUNDS: 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  6:  Sonya 

Hunter,  Ed  Haynes  3 at  Bottom  of  the  Hill. 
1233  17th  (at  Texas).  Starts  at  10  PM,  S3 
cover.  ID  required. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  7:  Vitamin  F, 
Less  is  More.  The  Clavers  at  the  Chameleon. 
853  Valencia  Street  at  19th.  $5  cover.  ID 
required.  Get  there  before  all  the  regulars  get 
the  barstools. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12:  Harm 
Farm  and  The  Black  Watch  (from  L A.) 
They’re  both  back!  Bottom  of  the  Hill,  S3 
cover,  starts  10  PM 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  14  Better  than 
chocolate  hearts ...  Grotus,  Slug  and  Wade 
The  Chameleon,  $5  cover. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  15:  Monks 
of  Doom,  S.F.  Seals  (with  Barbara  Manning), 
Don’t  Mean  Maybe  The  Chameleon,  get 
there  early,  it’s  bound  to  sell  out. 

FRIDAY.  FEBRUARY  21  A Subtle 
Plague,  Flophouse,  Samos  at  Bottom  of  the 
Hill,  $4  cover 

SATURDAY.  FEBRUARY  22:  Eskimo. 
Zircus,  E is  for  Elephant  at  El  Rio,  3158 
Mission  at  Army,  S5  cover.  Still  giving  away 
lottery  tickets  to  first  25  customers! 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  29:  Little 
My  returns  with  Less  is  More  and  Carlos  at 
El  Rio;  $5  cover. 

Kristy  O’Rell 


Never  buy  a computer 
from  a store  that  won  t let 
you  use  the  bathroom . 

I 

1 

NOE  VALLEY  COMPUTERS 

100  Clipper  St.  (at  Church)  in  San  Francisco 
Opened  10  to  6 Monday  thru  Friday 

Repair  Networking  sales 
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REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  and  Value 

• 

Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK  UP  Our  Large  1 Item 
Family  Size  Pizza  for  $12.00 

Other  All-Day,  Every  Day  Specials: 


•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $9.00 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepporoni  or  Olives 
and  Small  Soda $ 2.00 


•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni...$  2.00 

Toppings: 

Pepperoni*Mushrooms«Sausage*01ives* 
Anchovies*Onions*Bell  PeppeF$*Fresh  Garlic 

No  coupon  required*All  prices  include  sales  tax 


Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


QUAN  YIN 

HIV+  ? 

ft 

Looking  for  an  alternative  to  Western  drug  therapies? 

Try  a safe,  non-toxic  approach.  Quan  Yin  offers 

acupuncture  and  herbal  treatment  programs  for  men  or 

M.  , u i'? 

women  with  HIV. 

New  Program  Treating  Viral  Hepatitis 

THECENTER 

Call  us  today  for  an  appointment.  Medi-Cal  accepted. 

FOR 

CHINESE  MEDICINE 

861-4964 

1748  Market  Street  at  Valencia,  SF 

CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825 


- by  Richard  Reineccius 

M 

Theatre  and  Et  Cetera"  was  Samuel 
Clemens’  title  for  his  regular  column  when  he 
first  wrote  for  a San  Francisco  newspaper  in 
1865.  At  the  lime,  “theatre"  was  anything  that 
went  on  in  a playhouse,  whether  it  be  music, 
dance,  a play,  an  opera  or  a political  gathering 
Me  also  covered  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  lynchings.  homeless  people.  stray 
dogs  and  steam  train  trips  to  the  beach 

I like  that  "all  the  world's  a stage 
approach,  which  is  ray  excuse  for  meandering 
into  fixing  a Volkswagen  last  month,  and 
reading  an  old  magazine.  By  the  way,  there 
were  two  typos  in  the  column:  Jack  Kerouac 
did  not  say  “You  CAN  fight  City  Hall..  ',  but 
“You  CAN’T  fight  City  Mall,  it  keeps 
changing  its  name,"  and  I did  not  quit  writing 
to  “six  the  car",  1 went  to  fix  it,  and  it’s 
running  great,  thanks. 

Some  theatre  worth  seeing  in  February: 


At  THE  MISSION  CULTURAL 
CENTER  (Mission  Street  between  24th  and 
25th,  821-1155),  Richard  Talavera’s  “Nude 
Zapata”,  premiering  February  12,  tells  all 
about  the  making  of  the  1951  movie  classic 
“Viva  Zapata".  It  deals  with  a young  Latina 
playwright,  writing  about  the  dropping  of  the 
late  San  Francisco  screenwriter  Lester  Cole, 
one  of  the  “Hollywood  10"  jailed  for  refusing 
to  confess  to  the  witch-hunters,  from  the 
movie  John  Steinbeck  and  Elia  Kazan  took 
on  the  screenplay. 

As  an  adjunct,  the  Roxic  Cinema  will  do 
a special  screening  of  “Viva  Zapata”  at  noon 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday,  February  8 and  9 
Two  for  one  coupons  for  ' Nude* Zapata"  will 
be  given  with  the  screening,  otherwise  tickets 


are  S10  and  12.  "Nude  Zapata"  plays 
Thursdays  through  Sundays  at  8 PM,  through 
March  8th  David  Dower  of  The  Z Collective 
directs. 

IN  TERSECTION  FOR  TI  E ARTS  (446 
Valencia  between  15th  and  loth  626-2787) 
will  have  Blake  Street  Hawk  eves’  veteran 
Cynthia  Moore  performing  in  her  own  play 
“Twin",  about  two  adults  living  in  each 
other’s  minds,  but  unwilling  to  communicate 
with  the  outside  world  Except  n the  play, 
one  presumes  Deborah  Gwinr  is  Moore’s 
twin,  and  it's  co-directed  by  Mary  Forcade 
and  Jim  Cave  It  opens  February  8th  and  runs 
in  repertory  through  March  1 with  a dance 
theatre  piece,  “Lola”  in  which  Anne  Aronov 
and  Freddie  Lone  dance  a tribute  to  the  life 
and  work  of  Lola  Huth,  a soloist  with  the  Jose 
Limon  Company  in  the  1950’s  and  60’s.  Tim 
White  has  created  an  original  score  for  the 
work,  which  opens  on  the  5th.  Call  for  a full 
schedule  and  for  tickets,  which  are  S10  or  S12. 

At  THE  MARSH  (878  Valencia  in  the 


This  Picture"  at  the  end  of  January,  and  it 
play's  most  of  the  month.  Not  as  raucously 
funny  as  her  hit  “Grace  Under  Pressure”,  this 
piece  has  her  playing  a pretty  insane  mother 
and  her  daughter,  who  finally  escapes  Boston 
on  a midnight  plane  bound  for  college  in 
California  Yet  the  show  is  basically  very- 
funny,  with  some  very  personal  moments  that 
you’ll  recognize  from  your  childhood,  unless 
you  lived  in  a glass  booth.  The  big  press 
seems  to  think  Grace  is  headed  for  the  big 
time  soon,  so  catch  her  here  in  thi 
neighborhood.  Thursdays  through  Sundavs. 
tickets  arc  affordable. 

lTie  very  first  play  I saw  in  San  Francisco 
was  Edward  Al bee’s  “Zoo  Story”,  done  bv  h 
incredibly  daring  (for  his  time)  Act. • 


(A 


§5,  Wine  & beer  550-1928  Qa 

(B)  Juices  & Food  550-093 * 

'"<■■■  EL  TAZUMAL  RESTAURANT 

Salvadorean  Cuisine  • Mexican  & Sea  Food 

iV  $3.75  Lunch  Specials  10  - 4 • Dinner  Specials  - Every  Evening 

$ OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

3522  - 20TH  ST.  (BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA) 
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Workshop,  in  their  small  playhouse.  The  play 
was  wild  for  its  day,  and  the  audience  reacted 
with  great  heat,  for  and  against.  It  was  first  on 
a double  bill  with  "Krapp’s  Last  Tape",  and  I 
witnessed  at  least  one  couple  split  up,  arguing 
at  intermission:  "If  you  want  to  stay  and  watch 
this  crap,  don’t  bother  to  come  home,” 
screamed  the  husband,  and  the  wife  did  stay, 
shouting  back  “I  won’t!" 

Now,  THEATRE  POMEGRANATE 
(Clementina  at  6th  Street,  512-7965)  has 
revived  "Zoo  Story”,  with  founders  Colm 
Wood  and  Laura  Meshel  playing  the  two  guys 
on  the  New  York  park  bench.  Don’t  know  if 
she  plays  Jerry  as  a gal  or  a guy,  but  they’re 
both  wonderful  performers,  worthy  of  this 
landmark  play,  which  still  holds  up  as  a scary 
urban  absurdist  comedy-tragedy.  See  it, 
weekends  until  early  March. 

NOUMENON 

HILL 


a 

When  I see  art  shows,  I reach  for  my 
dictionary,”  was  my  reaction  when  Victor 
asked  casually  “Mow’d  you  like  to  review 
some  art  this  month?” 

Sure  enough,  as  I started  through  Jennifer. 
Hill’s  18th  Street  studio  to  look  at  the 
powerful  paintings  of  women  she’ll  be 
showing  on  the  walls  of  Pancho  Villa 
Restaurant  starting  February  5th  (opening 
party  February  7th),  she  commented  “I  try  to 
portray  the  noumenon,  not  the  phenomenon, 
when  I paint.  STOP.  How  do  you  even  spell 
that  word?  Hill,  a wonderfully 
straightforward  woman  with  an  intense 
involvement  in  her  paintings,  explains  that 
she’s  not  looking  to  ’’represent”  faces  or 
bodies,  but  rather  to  let  her  hands  paint  the 
person  at  the  moment  of  some  sort  of  utter 
change  in  the  person's  life.  The  painter 
becomes  the  woman  she’s  painting  at  that 
frightening  onexhilarating  moment. 

Many  of  the  faces  she  paints  tend  to  look 
Central  or  South  American,  even  American 
Indian,  though  Hill  grew  up  in  rural  New 


Jersey,  “near  Pennington...  just  outside 
Princeton."  Her  writer-  father  and 
homemaker/handywoman-mother  (who 
managed  and  kept  in  repair  several  rental 
buildings  on  their  property)  have  encouraged 
her  to  pursue  painting,  though  she  first  studied 
writing  and  started  an  editorial  career  in  The 
Big  Apple.  At  28,  she’s  now  about  to 
graduate  from  SF  An  Institute,  where  she 
began  studying  with  Jeremy  Morgan  and 
others  in  1988,  three  years  after  she  first 
started  painting  seriously. 

Let  yourself  be  taken  in  by  these  women 
Hill  paints,  especially  by  the  eyes.  Her 
“Homage  to  Marguerite  Duras”  was  done  after 
reading  the  author’s  “The  Lover”.  But  she 
hasn’t  read  much  else  by  Duras  — not 
wanting  to  be  disappointed.  Other  paintings 
show  distorted  faces,  with  truncated  or 
ripped-apart  bodies,  representing  the  limited 
status  of  women.  “Architecture”  shows  a 
woman  trying  to  break  through  the  barriers, 
while  “Woman/Man”  shows  both  people 
(inspired  by  her  parents)  restricting  each  other. 


To  me,  the  man  looks  sadder,  though.  I’ve 
made  the  show  sound  grim,  but  these 
paintings  are  a pleasure  to  view.  And  don’t  be 
scared  off  by  titles  like  “Post-Modernism  And 
Its  Effect  On  The  Body",  though  you  may 
want  to  turn  your  back  on  it  as  you  eat. 

Sec  Jennifer  Hill’s  work,  which  will  be  at 
Pancho  Villa  (16th  Street  near  Valencia)  all 
month.  Remember  her  name.  Buy  her 
paintings  - until  enough  people  do,  she’s  using 
skills  learned  from  her  mother,  doing 
carpentry,  cabinet-making  and  finishing.  Hire 
her. 

NEW  FRIDA 

There  is  a new  mural  in  San  Francisco’s 
Mission  District  celebrating  Mexican  artist 
Frida  Kahlo.  Located  at  the  corner  of  14t> 
Street  and  Natoma  Street  (on  the  Natoma 
Street  side)  the  mural  is  the  work  of  San 
Francisco  artist  Bill  Wolf. 

Based  on  the  style  of  Frida  Kahlo’s  self 
portraits,  it  depicts,  with  humor  and  affection. 


her  enigmatic  face  surrounded  by  a tropical 
San  Francisco,  with  Mission  Dolores  and 
Twin  Peaks  set  among  palm  trees  and  lush 
flowers. 

Kahlo,  the  wife  of  Diego  Rivera,  has 
become  increasingly  popular  in  recent  years. 
Not  only  do  her  autobiographical  paintings 
captivate  contemporary  viewers  with  their 
strong  visual  images,  they  portray  a life  that 
has  become  meaningful  to  people  interested  in 
women’s  issues  and  in  Latin  American 


culture. 

San  Francisco  artist  Bill  Wolf  has 
developed  an  interest  in  Mexican  artists  from 
his  years  in  Oaxaca,  where  he  is  a part  time 
resident.  He  has  had  one  man  shows  and 
group  exhibits  in  Mexico  and  the  United 
States.  He  is  the  creator  of  the  nation-wide 
conceptual  computer  database  “Bill  Wolf’s 
’The  Bermuda  Think  Tank’”  and  is  a design 
consultant  for  commercial  firms. 


SUSHI  CAFE 

Country  Station 
Modestly  Priced 

OPEN  MON  thru  SAT  • Lunch  12:00 -4-00  PM 
Dinner  5:30  - 9: TO  • Sundays  Closed 

2140  Mission  Street  Between  17th  and  18th  (415)  861-0972 


Grand  Opening 


N&J  CAFE 

Continental  Cuisine 

BREAKFAST  • LUNCH  • DINNER 
• FOOD  TO  GO  • 


— Specializing  in  Pasta 

— and  Seafood 


Special  Breakfast  $1.99  • 8 am  - 11  am 

(2)  Sausages  or  (2)  Bacon  / (2)  Eggs  / English  Muffins 

OPEN  MON  - SAT  8 AM  - 9 PM  • CLOSED  SUN 
2162  Mission  St  (between  17th  & 18th)  • 863-5491 


THJCSDAy*  rtcruAcy  27 

5C  % Off  ALL  CLCTLI S 

30  % (II  All  CTttt  HEECLAM  IM 


Furniture  i rot  hebtied 


TWO  GREAT  SALES 


Second^ 

• Two  truckloads  of  fresh  merchandise  daily 

• 2000  fresh  items  stocked  daily 

• 1000  feet  of  great  clothing  starting  at  95tf 

• Baby  clothes  starting  at  65tf 

• Furniture,  toys,  TV’s,  electrical  items, 

kitchenware,  collectibles,  shoes,  dishes, 
bedding  and  more 

• Jewelry,  accessories,  books 

• 100  different  pair  of  shoes  added  daily 

• Dressing  rooms  provided 

• Bright,  clean,  organized  store 

• Like  a garage  sale  every  day  of  the  week! 


5000  square  feet  of  furniture 
up  in  our  me//.nnine 


PRE-VALENTINES  DAY 
SALE 

IHJRSDAY,  FEBRUARY  13 


, MOFFMLimm 

I (Furniture  not  Included) 

Since  1973  — the  “BIG  ONE”  in  the  NORTH  MISSION 
In  thetandmark  Redliek  Building 

2101  Mission  Street 
comer  of  17th  Street 


%imm 


861-1132  -saajgo 


tOVi 


OPEN: 

9AM  to  8 PM  — Mon. 
9AM  to  6PM  — Sat. 
11AM  to  6PM  — Sun. 
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THE  WAR  ON  THE  POOR 


by  Jacqueline  Elizabeth  Letalien 

A woman  friend  once  said  "money  is 
never  the  issue”.  This  bit  of  wisdom  has  put  a 
slight  kink  in  the  way  in  which  I view  the 
world  of  economics.  So,  when  Governor 
Wilson  says  we  have  a debt  of  several  billion 
dollars  and  a budget  in  desperate  need  of 
balancing,  I dodge  the  dollar  signs  to  find  out 
what  he's  really  saying,  what  a balanced 
budget  really  means. 

Delete  immigrants.  He  means  primarily 
Mexican  and  Asian  people.  Wilson  arrogantly 
marches  on  dangerous  ground  with  this 
statement. 

The  original  inhabitants  of  California 
before  the  land  was  stolen  by  the  Wilsons. 
Hears ts  and  Folsoms  were  Mexican  peoples. 
Their  ancestors  before  them  were  people  who 
migrated  from  Asia  thousands  of  years  ago. 

If  we  take  Wilson  at  his  literal  word,  1 
would  say:  yeah,  let’s  send  the  Hearsts, 
Wilsons  and  Folsoms  back  to  their  lands  of 
feudalism;  we  don’t  want  people  in  our 
community  who  have  genocidal  tendencies. 

Delete  welfare.  These  people  are  living 
too  swell  a whopping  $647  a month  for  a 
family  of  three.  That  doesn’t  rent  a one 
bedroom  apartment  in  this  city,  never  mind 
incidentals  like  food,  clothing  and  medical 
care.  (It  perplexes  me  to  note  that,  while  the 
state  government  isn't  willing  to  spend  the 
paltry  sum  of  $7,764  on  a viable  group  of 
three,  it’s  willing  to  spend  some  $30,000 
annually  to  jail  one  prisoner.) 

Not  much  is  saved  in  the  budget  by  this 
deletion  but  it’s  the  target  groups,  not  the 
money,  that  are  significant.  There’s  the  slimy 
stereotype  that  implies  welfare  is  for  "them", 
meaning  Black  people  and  other 


nonmainstream  ethnic  groups  (The  fact  is 
that  61%  of  welfare  recipients  are  white  but  I 
guess  being  on  welfare  qualifies  these  people 
for  “them"  status.) 

Speaking  of  WASP  values,  another 
casualty  is  the  value  of  family  Apparently, 
there’s  a sinister  difference  of  cultural  opinion 
on  the  definition  of  what  constitutes  a valuable 
family,  since  Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent 
Children  is  particularly  targeted  by  the  budget 
axe.  If  there’s  no  father  and  a certain  income, 
there’s  no  family. 

This  "balancing”  obliterates  the  validity 
of  the  existence  of  a woman  and  any  number 
of  children  since  most  AFDC  recipients  are 
women  and  children.  And  many  of  the 
cultures  represented  by  these  women  are 
matrilineal,  or  at  least  the  family  is  matri focal. 
The  murderous  motivation  of  the  budget  axe  is 
a misogynistic  disrespect  for  women  as  well 
as  a bigoted  disregard  for  cultural  tradition. 

Delete  education.  Just  at  a time  when 
women  and  ethnic  groups  have  figured  out  a 
way  to  get  into  the  system,  the  door  is  being 
locked  and  bodies  thrown  out  the  window. 
Not  only  are  the  poor  and  working  class 
expendable,  but  a new  middle  class  of  women 
and  ethnic  groups  is  obviously  a mistake. 
This  new  nonwhite,  nonmale  middle  class  is 
dangerous  because  it  opens  the  way  for  the 
poor  and  working  classes. 

Just  as  the  lie  that  women  and  ethnic 
peoples  are  stupid  is  disproved,  just  as  equal 
opportunity  is  attained  — the  stakes  are  raised 
monetarily  to  keep  us  marginalized  and  in  our 
proper  places  of  low  status.  It  used  to  be  that 
CSU  and  UC  were  free  of  tuition.  That  was 
before  too  many  of  "them"  wised  up  to  the 
game  and  gained  access. 

It  mustn't  be  passible  for  the  children  of 


The  temptation  is  to  say  let’s  do  delete 
welfare,  for  the  rich.  Let’s  do  delete 
immigrants,  from  the  land  of  feudalism.  Let’s 
do  delete  education,  for  the  liars  and 
demagogues. 

I'd  rather,  though,  that  we  create  a 
system  that  realizes  every  human  has  the  need 
and  right  for  health,  food  and  shelter  provided 
by  community  work  and  welfare.  Every 
member  of  our  community  has  the  need  and 
right  to  full  self  expression,  education  being 
one  means.  Our  wealth  lies  in  our 
multi -cultural  diversity  and  the  creativity  of 
our  women  and  children. 

If  we  have  to  have  money,  let  its  inherent 
value  be  to  enhance  our  life,  liberty  and 
pursuit  of  happiness,  available  to  all  of  us 
people. 


all  these  matrilineal,  matrifocal  families  to 
have  equal  opportunity  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  wealthy.  Multi -cultural,  multi-gender 

egalitarianism  has  been  a mistake;  education  is 
for  the  rich. 

Money  isn’t  the  issue  here.  Balanced 
budgets  are  a cover  for  misogyny  and  bigotry. 
The  issue  is  preserving  a patriarchal  system 
that  values  paper  and  profit  more  than  human 
life.  The  issue  is  preserving  a social  structure 
that  protects  the  greed  of  a very  few.  It’s  not 
the  budget  that’s  unbalanced,  it’s  our  social 
system. 

®@© 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  FREE  EATS  CHART 
JANUARY  I - FEBRUARY  29,  1992 


NAME.  LOCATION,  PHONE  NUMBER  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  NOTES 


ALL  SAINTS'  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH 
1 350  Waller  St.  (near  Masonic)  621-1862 

Bag  lunch 
12:30- 12:45pm 

Brunch 

10:30-1 1:00am 

2.  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

U N.  Plaza  in  front  of  old  Federal  Building 
(50  Hyde  St.) 

863-3382 

Dinner  every 
second  Saturday 
of  the  month 
4:30-5:00pm 

Soup,  bread,  and  fruit. 

•3.  FOOD  NOT  BOMBS 

Golden  Gate  Park  (by  Haight  & Slanyan) 
Civic  Center  Plaza  (Polk  St.  between  Grove  & 
McAllister)  330-5030 

6:00- 7 :00pm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 

12:00- 1:00pm 
6:00-7K)Opm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 
12-  2pm  G.G.  Park 

12:00- 1:00pm 
6:00-7^)  Opm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 

6:00-7:00pm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 

12:00-  1:00pm 
6:00-7 :00pm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 

12:00- 1 :00pm 
6:00-7:00pm 
Civic  Center  Plaza 

6:00-7 :00pm 
CivicCenter  Plaza 

VEGETARIAN.  Hearty  soup  & 
bread.  Often  free  loaves  of  bread 
available. 

4.  GLIDE  MEMORIAL  CHURCH 
330  Ellis  St.  (at  Taylor) 

441-6501  (office),  771-2722  (crisis  line) 

8:00-9;00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 

8:00-9 :00am 
12:00-  1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00-  1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00-1 :00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00-1 :00pm 
4:00-5:30pm 

8:00-9:00am 
12:00- 1:00pm 

Sandwich  & chips  to  go  provided 
after  lunch  Sunday  & Saturday  only 
for  those  who  are  eligible. 

5.  HAIGHT- ASHBURY  FOOD  PROGRAM 
1 525  Waller  St.  (near  Belvedere) 
566-0366 

Lunch 

12:00- 1 :00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1 :00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

VEGETARIAN  alternative;  volunteers 
welcome  at  8:00am.  Parents  with  kids 
eat  at  1 1:30am. 

•6  HOSPITALITY  HOUSE  YOUTH  CENTER 
146  Leavenworth  St.  (near  Turk)  776-2102 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00-  1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Lunch 

12:45-1 :45pm 

Only  for  youths  under  20. 
Sandwich,  juice  & fruit. 

•7.  MARTIN  DEPORRES 

225  Potrero  Ave.  (near  16th  St.) 
552-0240 

Brunch 
9:00- 10:30am 

6:00-7:30am 

6:00-7:30am 

Lunch 

12:00-  3 :00pm 
JANUARY  1 

6:00-7:30am 
-7 

6:00-7:30am 

Lunch 

l2:00-3:00pm 

VEGETARIAN  alternative 
Wednesday.  Breakfast:  oatmeal  & 
tea.  Lunch:  a hearty  soup. 

•8.  MISSIONARIES  OF  CHARITY 
1330  4th  St.  (at  3rd  St.) 

821-9687 

Dinner 

4:45-6:00pm 

Dinner 
4 4 5-6 :00pm 

Dinner 
4 45-6:00pm 

Dinner 

4:45-6:00pm 

Dinner 
4 45-6:00pm 

Dinner 

4:45-6:00pm 

Dinner 

4:45-6:00pm 

Short  prayer  before  meals;  Mass  on 
special  occasions. 

Soup  & sandwiches. 

•9.  NEIGHBORHOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
608  Hayes  St.  (near  Laguna)  621-8748 

Lunch  every  fourth 
Sat.  12:00-2:00pm 

10.  NINETEENTH  AVE.  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
U.N  Plaza  in  front  of  old  Federal  Building 
(50  Hyde  St.)  564-7721 

Dinner  every  fourth 

Saturday 

4:30-5:00pm 

Soup,  bread  & fruit. 

11  PRJMERA  IGLESIA  BAUTISTA  DELSUR 
976  South  Van  Ness  Ave.  (near  21st  St.) 
647-1000 

Breakfast  every 
first  Sunday 
8:00-9:00am 

A full  breakfast. 

12.  ST.  ANTHONY’S  DINING  ROOM 
45  Jones  St.  (near  Golden  Gate) 
241-2600 

Lunch 

10am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

10am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

10am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-I2:30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

10am-12:30pm 

Lunch 

I0am-12:30pm 

Showers,  laundry,  haircuts  & other 
services  available.  Call  241-2688. 

13.  ST.  JOHN'S  AFRICAN  ORTHODOX 
(ONE  MIND  TEMPLE) 

351  Dtvisadcro  St.  (near  Oak)  621-4054 

Lunch 

3:30-  4:30pm 

Lunch 

2:30-3:30pm 

Lunch 

12:00-1 :00pm 

VEGETARIAN.  Sun  & Mon:  Beans, 
nee,  vegetables,  salad,  fruit,  & bread. 
Wed:  Noodle  soup  & bread. 

14.  ST.  PETER  & PAUL  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
666  Filbert  St.  (off  Washington  Square) 

4:00-5:00pm 

4;00-5:00pm 

4:00-  5:00pm 

4:00-5:00pm 

4:00-5:00pm 

4:00-5:00pm 

4:00-5:00pm 

A simple  sandwich  for  people  of 
North  Beach. 

1 5 THIRD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

1399  McAllister  St.  (near  Pierce)  923-0259 

Lunch 

12:30-1 :30pm 

Meat  entree,  vegetables,  salad  & 
dessert. 

16.  TRUE  HOPE  CHURCH  OF  GOD  IN  CHRIST 
950  Gilman  Ave.  (nearGriffith) 

822-5626 

Lunch 

12:00- 1:00pm 

Guests  asked  to  attend  sermon 
12:00-12:45;  meal  at  12:50. 

Meat,  vegetables,  bread  & dessert. 

17.  UNITED  COUNCIL  OF  HUMAN  SERVICES 
At  Hospitality  House,  146  Leavenworth  (near  Turk) 
822-5067 

Dinner 

4:00pm  until  food 
runs  out 

Meat  entree  with  vegetables. 

‘indicates  important  changes  since  1 1/1/91  We'd  like  your  corrections,  comments,  or  additions  for  our  next  bimonthly  update.  Please  call  648-3222. 

This  chart  may  be  reproduced  freely  (but  revised  only  with  permission). 

©1992  Free  Print  Shop,  San  Francisco 
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THE  LAST  TRAIN  TO  OAKLAND 


Forgives  the  children?  What  did 
the  children  do  to  god? 

THE  CHILDREN’S  PARENTS. 
THEY  INDULGED  THEMSELVES 
IN  AREAS  WHERE  THEY  SHOULD 
HAVE  HAD  ABSTINENCE. 

You  mean,  god  doesn’t  want  two 
people  in  love  to  fuck?  II  that  is  so, 
then  why  did  god  give  man  a thing 
between  his  legs?  And  why  did  god  give 
a woman  an  entrance  that  could  be 
entered? 

ARE  YOU  SUGGESTING  THAT 
GOD’S  MASTER  PLAN  FOR 
MANKIND  HAS  FLAWS?  He  turned 
the  bullhorn  back  on.  GOD  IS  ALL 
POWERFUL.  HE  HEALED  THE 
BLIND.  HE  HEALED  THE 
CRIPPLED.  HE  TURNED  ONE 
LITTLE  FISH  INTO  THOUSANDS 
AND  THOUSANDS  OF  BIG  FISH. 
GOD  HEALS  ALL  THINGS. 

The  motherfucker  can’t  heal  me. 
The  AIDS  man  walked  away. 

I was  standing  there  alone  with  the 
man  with  the  bullhorn  in  one  hand  and 
the  Bible  in  the  other  hand.  Being  the 
only  person  near  to  him,  he  looked  at 
me  like  a vegetarian  looks  at  a 
MacDonald’s  hamburger. 

MY  FRIEND  I DO  NOT  MEAN 
TO  OFFEND  YOU  - BUT!  - YOU 
LOOK  LIKE  A MAN  IN  DIRE  NEED 
FOR  THE  LORD’S  BLESSINGS.  I 
CAN  SEE  YOU  ARE  ON  A FAST 
ROAD  STRAIGHT  TO  HELL 

OK,  I said  (not  knowing  what  else 
to  do  but  to  agree).  Then  save  me. 

HAVE  YOU  EVER  BEEN 
BAPTIZED? 


XXe  had  a bullhorn.  You  could 
hear  him  from  a block  away.  GOD 
UNDERSTANDS  ALL.  GOD’S 
LOVE  IS  ALL  POWERFUL. 
BELIEVE  IN  GOD’S  LOVE  AND 
YOU  WILL  NOT  ROT  IN  HELL. 

A man  who  said  he  was  dying  from 
AIDS  walked  up  to  the  guy  with  the 
bullhorn,  telling  him:  I am  going  to  die. 
From  AIDS!  What  is  your  god  doing 
about  that?  How  can  god  be  god  and 
let  millions  upon  millions  of  people  die 
from  AIDS? 

GOD’S  LOVE  IS  ALL 
POWERFUL.  GOD  LOVES  ALL 
HIS  CHILDREN  - BROTHER. 

Brother?  How  can  we  be 
“brothers?”  — Look.  I am  white.  And 
you  - you  are  black.  Your  momma  has 
to  be  different  from  my  momma. 

GOD  WAS  A BLACK  MAN. 
THE  BIBLE  SAYS  SO.  KINKY 
HAIR.  NOW  WHITE  FOLKS  DO 
NOT  HAVE  KINKY  HAIR.  DARK 
SKIN.  JESUS  WAS  AS  BLACK  AS  I 
AM.  BUT  IT  MATTERS  NOT.  WE 
ARE  ALL  GOD’S  CHILDREN.  He 
motioned  to  the  Bart  station  entrance  as 
if  he  was  Moses  parting  the  Dead  Sea. 

The  AIDS  man  walked  away  — 
turned  around  — walked  back.  If  we 
are  all  god's  children,  why  are  some  of 
god’s  children  dying  from  AIDS?  I 
mean  little  babies.  Why  are  innocent 
little  babies  dying  from  AIDS?  What 
did  a baby  do  to  deserve  to  die  like 
that? 

GOD  FORGIVES  THE 
CHILDREN  - TOO! 


dashing  down  the  steps,  leaped  toward 
the  Bart  entrance. 

BROTHERS.  SISTERS.  MY 
WORK  HERE  IS  DONE.  THE 
LORD  IS  CALLING  ME  TO  SERVE 
HIM  IN  ANOTHER  PLACE.  AND 
THAT  PLACE  IS  IN  OAKLAND.  I 
HAVE  TO  GET  ON  THAT  LAST 
TRAIN  TO  OAKLAND 

He  dashed  down  the  steps. 

Beer  was  dripping  down  my 
forehead.  A drunk  passer-by  walked  up 
to  me.  He  yelled  at  me:  YOU  ARE  SO 
DRUNK.  YOU  CAN'T  EVEN  FIND 
YOUR  OWN  MOUTH.  WHY 
DON’T  YOU  CLEAN  UP  YOUR 
ACT?  I BET  A PERSON  LIKE  YOU 
COULDN’T  FIND  THEIR  WAY 
INTO  HELL  IF  THEY  WANTED  TO. 


He  dipped  his  hand  into  a cup  of 
beer.  Dabbed  some  beer  on  the  middle 
of  my  forehead.  Then  he  sprinkled 
some  more  beer  all  over  my  head.  He 
cranked  up  the  bullhorn  to  full  blast. 
BEHOLD  BROTHERS.  BEHOLD 
SISTERS.  I JUST  SAVED  THIS 
POOR  LOST  SOUL  FROM  GOING 
TO  HELL. 

He  splashed  more  beer  onto  my 
head. 

The  people  walking  down  into  the 
Bart  Station  kept  walking.  No  one 
turned  around  to  look  at  us.  Then  some 
people  started  dashing  down  the 
subway  steps  as  if  they  could  hear  a 
train  coming.  The  mn  with  the 
bullhorn,  upon  seeine  the  people 


PICARO  CAFE 


TAO  YIN 


Free 

Hot 

Fast 

DELIVERY 


Restaurant 

Chinese  & American  Food 

Banquets  & Catering 
Breakfast  • Lunch  • Dinner 
DAILY  SPECIALS 

Open  7 days:  9:00  a m - 9 00  p.m 


3515  - 20th  St.  (between  Mission  & Valencia) 


DR.  CHESTER 
QUAN  O.D. 


LA  PAJARITA 


3199  - 16th  Street 
(at  Guerrero) 
241-0240 


MEDIA  INTERNATIONAL 

BOOKS  VIDEO 

MAGAZINES  MUSIC  XI 


Beau  fflonde 


$20  OFF  ANY  EYE  EXAMINATION  WITH  THIS  AD 
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VCR  Repair 


FREE 


Estimates 


TUNE 

UP 

$19" 

HEAD  CLEANING 

TV  RADIOS 

• CAMERAS  • 

TELEPHONES  • 

VCR’S  • WALKMEN 

CONSUMER  ELECTRONICS 
3016  - 16th  St.  @ Mission 


Rainbow  Grocery  Inc. 
A Worker's  Collective 


over  400  items  in  our 
bulk  section 
over  200  bulk  herbs 
natural  foods  deli 
130  types  of  cheese 
salt  & wheat  free  items 
macrobiotics 
frozen  foods 
fresh  bread  A pastries 
organic  produce 
organic  baby  food 

Grocery  863-0620 


mon-sat  9:30-7:30 
sun  11-7:30 
Open  7 days 
1899  Mission  Street 
at  15th 

San  Francisco,  CA 


all  vitamins  at  a discount 
natural  body  care 
products 
homeopathic  remedies 
crystals  A jewelry 
natural  fibre  clothing 
juicers  A housewares 
natural  cleaning  products 
toys  A baskets 
Ixk  ivS  A magazines 
cards  A postcards 

General  Store  863-9200 


For  Problems  Related  to  Alcohol 
or  Drug  Abuse 

Serving  the  San  Francisco 
Community  for  Over  a Decade 

OUTPATIENT  REHABILITATIVE  & EDUCATIONAL  SERVICES: 

Counseling  and  Education  for  Fomllies.  Groups  and  Individuals. 
Information.  Referrals.  Domestic  Violence  Program. 

DUI  Second  Offender  Program 


LATINO 


FAMILY 


ALCOHOLISM 


COUNSELING 


CENTER 


Para  Problemas  Relacionados 
con  el  Abuso  del  Alcohol  y Otras  Drogas 

Sirviendo  a la  Familia  Latina 
y a San  Francisco  por  Mas 
de  Una  Decada 

SERVICIOS  AMBULATORIOS  DE  REHABILITACION  Y EDUCACION 

Consejerta  para  Famlllas,  Grupos  e Indlviduos. 
lnformaci6n,  Referimlento.  Programa  paraVlolencia  DomPstlca. 
Programa  para  Conductores  Intoxicados 

820  Valencia  • San  Francisco  CA  • (415)  826-6767 


jm 


TUESDAY.  FEBRUARY  4 


Pet  Loss  Support  Group  - free  meeting 
for  grieving  pet  owners  moderated  by  Dr. 
Betty  Carmack  at  the  SPCA.  2500  16th  near 
Bryant.  7:30  PM,  554-3000. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  5 

An  Atlas  of  the  Difficult  World  - 

lesbian  feminist  poet  Adrienne  Rich  reads 
from  her  latest  book  in  a benefit  for  the 
Modem  Times  Expansion  Fund  at  New 
College,  777  Valencia.  7:30  PM,  $5-10 
(advance  tickets  at  Modem  Times,  968 
Valencia),  282-9246. 

Wallow  in  the  Gloom  - Grim  Coz 
Productions  presents  a pair  of  theatre  pieces, 
“Visitations  By  Death”  and  "Sno  Madchen”, 
written  by  Omewenne  Grimstone  and  directed 
by  Cos  Wieczicrek  at  21  Bernice  Theatre.  8 
PM,  $5-8,  346-6450. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  7 

Whip  Recession  Now!  - Good 
Vibrations  offers  their  popular  “Introduction 
to  S/M”  course  with  Sybil  Holiday  and 
William  Henkin,  including  information  on 
safety,  sex  toys,  local  educational  and  social 
organizations  as  well  as  recommended 
readings.  At  1210  Valencia,  7 PM,  $20. 
Pre-registration  required,  call  550-7399. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  8 

Secrets  of  the  Subterranean  Cities  - 
266  year  old  Melchizedek  priestess  Sharula 
from  the  Lemurian  city  of  Telos  located 
beneath  Mt.  Shasta  and  her  sidekick  Shield 
talk  about  Atlantis,  the  Confederation  Space 
Fleets  and  summon  up  Adama,  a 600  year  old 
Ascended  Master  and  High  Priest  of  Telos 
whose  “knowledge  of  the  subteranean 
(Agartha)  network  and  other  realms  will 
astound  you."  Various  times,  also  9th,  $16-80 
(meals  not  included)  at  the  Corte  Madera  Best 
Western  Inn  in  marvelous  Marin.  A 
presentation  of  the  Great  White  Brotherhood 
(certain  folks  unwelcome,  you  know  who  you 
are).  492-0665,  please  wear  white  and  bring  a 
white  taper  candle. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  11 

Love  Potion  #9  - prepare  for  Valentine's 
Day  by  learning  how  to  use  soncs,  candles  and 
herbs  to  weave  that  Old  Black  Magic  at  Gifts 
of  the  Goddess,  973  Valencia.  7 PM.  $7-12, 
647-8406. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  12 

Nude  Zapata  - a struggling  Chicana 
performance  artist  contends  with  the  questions 
of  life  and  art  and  the  pursuit  of  survival  in 
Richard  Talavera’s  production  of  the  Teatro 
de  la  Esperanza  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
through  March  8th.  2868  Mission,  ticket 
information  821-1155.  (See  theatre  section 
this  issue.) 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  14 

Tongues  on  Fire  - an  evening  of  black 
lesbian/gay  erotica  with  Blackbcrri.  S.  Diane 
Bogus  and  others  at  the  Women's  Building, 
3543  18th  near  Valencia.  7:30  PM,  $5-10, 
282-9246 

Rules  and  Plays  - dance  with  Paul 
Bcnney,  Jessica  Lutes  and  guest  collaborator 
Maria  St.  John  at  Footwork,  3221  22nd  at 
Mission  through  22nd.  8:30  PM,  $10, 

824-5044. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  15 

Multi  Multi-Media  Installations  - open 
at  the  Capp  Street  Project.  MMI  #1:  "Male 
Violence"  by  Richard  Bolton  draws  on 
statistics,  legal  cases,  news  reports  and 


testimonials  of  victims  and  perpetrators  as 
well  as  representaitons  from  popular  film, 
television,  advertising  and  literature.  Across 
the  way,  MMI  #2:  “The  Mattolc  Project"  by 
Julian  Lang  and  Jo  Babcock  charts  the  natural 
history,  beliefs  and  mythology  of  the  Mattole 
and  Bear  River  people  of  southwestern 
Humboldt  County.  Receptions  4-6  PM  at  270 
14th,  two  for  the  price  of  one  (nothing!).  Both 
installations  through  March  28th,  626-7747. 

MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  17 

Warm  December  - Vega,  editor  of  the 
recent  anthology  of  black  gay  poetry  and 
culture  joins  Assoto  Saint,  editor  of  “The 
Road  Before  Us"  and  some  of  their 
contributors  at  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia. 
8 PM,  Free,  282-9246. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  18 

Erotic  Reading  Circle  - a women-only 
Valentines’  reading  of  “highly  flammable 
erotica”  at  Good  Vibrations,  1210  Valencia.  7 
PM,  Free!,  550-7399. 


WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  19 

Fish  Stories  - learn  the  history,  energy 
and  mythology  of  Pisces  on  the  day  it  is 
activated  using  famous  people  and  students  as 
examples.  Gifts  of  the  Goddess,  973 
Valencia,  647-8406.  7 PM,  $7-12. 

Foolin’  Around  With  Infinity 

concerns  three  people  in  a nuclear  missile 
control  site  confronted  with  the  responsibility 
of  pushing  the  button  as  written  by  Steven 
Dietz  and  performed  by  the  Fourth  Monkey 
Ensemble  in  a benefit  for  the  Dolores  Street 
Community  Center  at  208  Dolores  near  15th. 
Play  continues  through  March  7th.  8 PM. 
$8-10,  681-7095  or  861-2651. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  20 

Trading  Freedom  - editor  John 
Gershman,  Sandra  Sorensen  of  the  Canadian 
Center  for  Policy  Alternatives  and  others  in  a 
discussion  of  the  how  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement  will  affect  the  new  free 
trade  zone  that  will  extend  from  the  Yucatan 
to  the  Yukon.  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia. 
8 PM,  Free.  282-9246. 


FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  21 

Glory  and  Disintegration  - reception  for 
Bette  Burgoyne  who  carves  delectable  body 
parts  like  teeth  and  viscera  from  perishable 
and  edible  materials  such  as  potatoes  and 
cheese.  Her  pieces,  obviously,  enter  a 
constant  state  of  change,  disintegration  and 
transformation  (they  begin  to  stink).  She's 
joined  by  Annetta  Kapon  whose  “Sculptures" 
utilize  feminine  objects  like  eggs,  scales, 
drains  and  hair  brushes  and  David 
Liebendorfer,  who  “weaves  together  an 
unwieldy  combination  of  dream  narratives  and 
rubber  materials."  All  this  plus  denial  and 
potato-carved  cogwheels  at  Southern 
Exposure  Gallery.  401  Alabama  at  17th,  6 
PM  Exhibits  deteriorate  until  March  14th 
when  they  are  hauled  out  and  the  gallery  is 
fumigated,  863-2141. 

Whitman’s  Wild  Children  - Neeli 
Cherkovski  and  Alan  Kaufman  read  at  Cafe 
Beano,  878  Valencia.  10:30  PM.  $4-6, 
641-0235. 

SUNDAY.  FEBRUARY  23 

The  Puerto  Rican  Network  - holds 
meetings  and  publishes  a newsletter  for 
transplanted  puertoriquenos.  At  2 PM,  they 
will  be  having  their  Board  of  Directors' 
meeting  and  elections  at  820  Valencia.  For 
information  about  the  group,  call  677-3721. 
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MONDAY,  FEBRUARY  24 

Pre-School  Movies  - for  ages  3-5  at 
Mission  Library,  24th  between  Valencia  and 
Mission.  "The  Most  Wonderful  Egg",  "Dogs, 
Cats  and  Rabbits”  and  the  subliminal  "Mole  in 
the  Zoo”  at  10  and  11  AM,  also  25th  (extra  2 
PM  screening).  Free! 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  25 

Rainforest  Benefit  - Miguel  Angel 
Garda  and  Isaak  Matus,  representing  Maderas 
del  Pueblo,  a non-profit  organizaiton  working 
to  preserve  the  Chimilipas  in  southern  Mexico 
will  present  the  blobal  importance  of  this  1.5 
million  acre  tropical  rainforest  and  the 
challenge  fadng  its  indigenous  inhabitants. 
Sliding  scale  donation  at  the  door  to  benefit 
Maderas  del  Pueblo.  New  College,  777 
Valencia,  7:30  PM.  Sponsored  by  Rainforest 
Action  Network,  call  285-7715. 

WEDNESDAY,  FEBRUARY  26 


Jane?  straight  from  Chicago,  straight  to  you 
comes  “a  showcase  for  the  multi  talented 
ensemble  that  sing  and  dance  the  lives  of  two 
aging  Holywood  stars".  Victoria  Theatre, 
16th  and  Capp,  8 PM  Wedncsdys  through 
Saturdays  with  3 PM  Sunday  show.  $13-15, 
626-7544.  The  Zoo  Storv  is  Edward  Albee's 
absurdist  fable  at  Theatre  Pomegranate,  495 
Clementina  near  6th  and  Folsom.  Fridays  and 
Saturdays.  8 PM.  $4-  8,  512-7965.  Jhs. 
Barbecue  in  which  gender  conflicts  arise  in  a 
San  Carlos  backyard  neighborhood  barbecue 
continues  at  Studio  2505,  2505  Mariposa, 
Thursdays  through  Saturdays,  8:30  PM 
through  22nd.  $8-10,771-7188.  (See  theatre 
section  for  more!)  Wild  Blue  at  Theatre 
Rhinocerous  has  been  extended  through  Feb 
20th.  This  collection  of  8 short  plays  is  at 
2926  16th.  $11-17,861-5079.  [toiny  and  the 
Beast  for  Flamenco  features  flamenco 
melodies,  guitar  and  10  dancer/si  ngers 
presented  at  the  Phoenix  Theater,  301  8th 
Street  Feb.  Nth  through  March  22nd.  $9-12, 
928-4860  or  621-5338. 


Petrent  Seminar  - experts  from  the 
rental  industry  give  tip  on  how  to  find  rental 
properties  that  allow  pets  at  the  SPCA,  2500 
16th.  6 PM,  $15,  554-3050. 

THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  27 

Cebu:  A Novel  of  the  Philippines  - a 
profoundly  unsettling  look  at  a cycle  of 
violence,  revenge  and  martyrdom  that  starts  in 
Cebu  City  during  the  Japanese  occupation  and 
moves  to  immigrant  community  in  Seattle 
read  by  author  Peter  Bacho  at  Modem  Times, 
968  Valencia.  8 PM.  Free!,  282-9246. 

Grandmother  Moon  Celebration  - 
ceremonies,  tarot  readings  and  a reading  by 
Zsuzana  Budapest  at  Gifts  of  the  Goddess, 
973  Valencia.  5 to  9 PM,  $3-8  (or  free  with 
book  purchase)  647-8406. 


Auto  Cannihnl  - former  ATA  director 
Marshall  Weber  returns  to  San  Francisco  for  a 
Ballardian  study  of  body  an,  sculptured,  ritual 
and  “extensive  audience  interaction" 
concerning  the  US.  invasion  of  Iraq  at 
Southern  Exposure,  401  Alabama  at  17lh.  8 
PM,  $2-4  (cheap!),  863-2141. 

FRIDAY,  FEBRUARY  28 


Words: 

MONDAYS  - thrash-trash  poetry  at  Club 
Chameleon  (853  Valencia,  821-1891). 

TUESDAYS  - “blabbermouth  night”  at 
Club  Cafe,  Dave  Whitaker  M.C.  invites... 

beatniks,  hippies,  poets,  punks  and  ???,  8 PM 
(920  Valencia.  821-71 12). 

WEDNESDAYS  - open  mike  nitc  at 
Club  Cafe,  see  above  for  the  particulars. 

THURSDAYS  - readings  at  Cafe  Babar 
(992  Guerrero,  282-6789). 

FRIDAYS  - Spoken  Word  Savages  at 
Cafe  Beano,  878  Valencia,  usually  late  around 
10  or  10:30  PM,  641-0235.  See  choice 
listings  above. 

SATURDAYS  - Children's  stories  at 
Mission  Library...  Baby/toddlcr  lapsits  to  3 yrs 
old  11  AM,  Spanish  language  story  time  at 
noon  for  younger  kids.  Free  afternoon  poetry 
at  the  Welcome  Mat,  1-3  PM,  (807  Valencia, 
647-3663). 

SUNDAYS  - Poetry  Above  Paradise,  301 
Folsom  at  11th.  8 PM,  sometimes  free, 
sometimes  not.  861-6906. 

RANDOM  - Intersection  sponsors 
readings  with  poet  in  residence  Andrei 
Codrescu  and  others  in  conjunction  with 
Southern  Exposure  Gallery  at  various  times 
and  places,  call  626-2787  for  schedule. 


Chinese  food,  seafood,  grill, 
sandwiches,  salads  & espresso. 


Modern  Mythology  - Laura  Conway 
("Letters  to  the  Authorities  on  Why  I Ate  My 
Mother  Alive")  and  Paul  Landry  ("Light  After 
Bones")  read  old  and  new  works  at  Cafe 
Beano,  878  Valencia.  10:30  PM,  $4-6, 
641-0235. 


ONGOING: 

Galleries:  group  show  at  Cafe  Picaro 
with  Cuba,  Christine  Vaiana,  Eve 
Armageddon  and  more  through  8th.  Drop  in, 
buy  a java,  gaze.  People  Eating  paintings  of 
same  plus  landscapes  by  Vicki  Chaet  at  Sweet 
Inspirations,  Feb.  7th  through  March  6th.  A 
crafty  entrepreneurial  ploy  to  get  your  taste 
buds  overloaded  into  a consumption  mode  at 
2239  Market,  but  why  the  hell  not? 

Theater:  Whatever  Happened  to  B.B. 


LA  BARCA  TAQUERIA 

Special  Saturday  & Sunday:  MENU  DO 


Best  Burritos  in  Town  ! 

Shrimp  Cocktail 
Carnitas 
Beef  Soup 
Tostadas 
Flautas 


Education:  Everything  from  Capoeira  to 
Afro-Haitian  drumming  to  mask  making  and 
much  more  at  Mission  Cultural  Center,  2868 
Mission.  Classes  in  the  arts  for  the  cost  of  a 
burrito  or  a Stephen  Spielberg  movie.  Call 
821-1155  or  drop  by  for  a catalog.  “Su  Propia 
Empresa”,  business  counseling  in  English  and 
Spanish  Tuesdays  in  February  with  A.  K 
Burdett,  call  626-1372  for  further  information. 

Volunteers:  Become  a part  of  the  San 
Francisco  AIDS  Foundation's  multi-lingual 
hotline  (English,  Spanish,  Filipino)  by  calling 
1 - 800-FOR-AIDS. 

Health  Inoculate  your  pet  through  a 
special  low-cost  SPCA  clinic  during  Feburary. 
$2  protects  animals  living  in  households  with 
incomes  under  $12,000  from  rabies,  hepatitis, 
distemper  and  more,  call  554-3030.  (Maybe  if 
you  plead,  they’ll  vaccinate  your  children  too.) 


• Chile  Relleno 

2367  Mission  St.  S.F.  (19&20, 
OPEN  10-10 

821-3577 


Casa  Maria 

HIGHEST  QUALITY  - FRESHEST  PRODUCE 
AT  COMPETITIVE  PRICES 

ffl&bcM  Sc.  WhoHesah 


We  Also  Carry  a Wide  Variety  of  Latin  American  Groceries 

OPEN  7 DATS  A WEEK 

1201  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  @ 23RI).  ST.  641 -0830 


VWt  our  HUG€  SHOWROOM  lor  the  large* 
letectton ot BicyclM.  Pari* ft  AcomortMtoS f ’ 


BICYCLES  BY 
SPECIALIZED  Schwinn 

NKSHKK! 

and  LOTS  MORE 

Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
EXPERT  & FAST  REPAIRS 
ON  ALL  MAKES  & MODELS 


UA££A/CM  crcifpy  HOURS:  10-6  MON  - SAT 

1077  Valencia  (Between  21st  & 22nd)  550-6600  10.4  SUNDAY 


LEARN  ABOUT 
ASTROLOGY 
from 

ROBERT  COLE 

This  is  your  chance  to 
connect  with  an  old  pro 
and  to  learn  his 
cherished  secrets  about 
astrology.  For  $150  you 
receive  10  - 1 hour  cas- 
settes, a student  course 
manual,  unlimited  free 
natal  charts,  and  per- 
sonal or  by  phone  tutor- 
ing from  Robert  himself. 
Call  (415)  558-8004  to 
register 
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WE  WANT  YOUR  STUFF! 

To  recycle  into  children's  artwork 
and  community  projects 

S.C.R.A.P. 

(Scrounger's  Center  for  Reusable  Art  Parts) 

We  need  your  clean  reusable  materials  Including: 

Paper  leather  rubber  foam  core  wire 

Fabric  tile  Yarn  pens  paint 

Wood  buttons  frames  mylar  tubing 

OPENING  RECEPTION  THURS  FEB  20,  4-5:30  PM 
BRING  US  A BAG  OF  HOUSEWARMING  SCRAP 
SCRAP 

c/o  Sunshine  High  School  Site 
2730  Bryant  Street  (&25th  St) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 10 
call  647-1746 
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• Hand-building  and 
wheel-throwing 
classes 

• Low-fire, 
raku,  and 
high-fire  reduc- 
tion 

• Fees  include  a two- 
hour  weekly  class,  all 
materials,  and  additional 
studio  time 

• For  more  information,  call  431-6296 

NEXT  SERIES  OF  CLASSES 
BEGINS  FEBRUARY  10th 
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A Cosmopolitan  Neighborhood  Bar  In  The 
Heart  Of  San  Francisco's  New  Bohemia 

540  Valencia  Street.  San  Francisco  • 864-2419  Everyday  Til  2am 


Present  this  Ad  for  a FREE  second  drink* 
*Limit  one  per  customer 


- by  Robert  Cole  and  Lowell  Williams 

ALMANAC:  February  is  a gentle  little 
month.  Some  of  the  cold  winds  and  night 
chills  begin  to  go  away  and  the  little  birds  on 
migration  bring  their  sweet  songs  to  our 
homes.  Considering  how  we  have  destroyed 
so  many  animals  in  the  last  year,  let’s  all  make 
an  extra  effort  here  in  February  to  be  animal 
friendly,  especially  with  the  birds.  Set  up  your 
own  special  bird  feeder  on  your  porch  or  in 
your  window  and  get  some  seed  from  the 
market.  It  would  be  a dreadful  without  the 
annual  bird  migrations. 

ARIES  (MAR  21 -APR  19):  Welcome  to 
your  annual  trek  through  the  dream  world 
Big-time  respoasibilitics  disappear  and  there’s 
a temporary  suspension  of  all  obligations  and 
commitments.  You  are  stranded  between  here 
and  there,  up  and  down,  reality  and  fantasy. 
Your  imagination  comes  to  life  with  grandiose 
ideas  and  fabulous  possibilities.  Now  is  the 
time  to  plan  for  the  coming  year.  It  is  best  to 
go  to  your  psychic  astrologers  and  card 
readers  right  now. 

TAURUS  (APR  20-MAY  20):  So  this  is 
your  own  special  month  to  climb  up  onto  the 
throne  of  Great  Gumba  and  receive  the  respect 
and  honor  of  all  in  the  land.  This  respect  will 
come  from  your  own  personal  realization  of 
how  much  you  have  accomplished  over  the 
past  year,  if  you  don't  take  time  to  recount 
your  many  deeds,  then  sitting  in  the  throne  of 
the  Gumba  will  feel  very  strange.  Be  prepared 
for  TV  and  news  interviews  and  a flurry  of 
publicity.  You  are  famous. 

GEMINI  (MAY  21-JUN  20):  You  will 
be  put  on  the  spot  this  month  to  finally  declare 
what  you  really  and  truly  and  honestly  want  to 
do.  All  the  way  up  to  now,  you've  been 
dancing  around  in  a million  circles,  free  to  go 
off  in  any  direction  your  little  old  heart 
desired.  No  more!  You  must  declare  your 
plans  and  the  issues  which  you  consider  most 
important  and  you  must  stick  to  your 
convictions  for  the  following  month  at  least 
Promise,  no  more  hanky-panky. 

CANCER  (JUN  21-JUL  22):  You,  the 
soft  and  gentle  beauty  of  the  realm,  falls  in 
love  with  (he  ravenous  but  harmless  beast  this 
month.  Of  course  you’re  going  to  feel 
incredibly  uncomfortable,  especially  when 
you  try  to  go  into  public  together.  You  seem 
so  tiny  and  frail  and  the  best  is  so  big  and 
ugly.  Rest  assured  that  your  fairy  tale  will 
turn  out  just  fine  and  before  March  rolls 
around  your  best  will  be  transformed  into  your 
dream  lover.  Be  patient  forever. 

LEO  (JUL  23-AUG  22):  Whatever  is 
going  to  happen  this  month  is  all  going  to 
happen  to  your  partner.  It  is  your  solitary  job 
to  stand  by  his/her  side  with  total  support  and 
loving  conviction,  and  through  thick'n’thin 
you  want  to  be  there  every  single  minute  of 
every  single  day.  You  will  be  amazed  at  the 
results  of  your  pure  devotion  and  selfless 
surrender  The  bliss  and  happiness  you  have 
always  wanted  will  pour  from  heaven  into 
your  soul  like  golden  light 

VIRGO  (AUG  23 -SEP  22):  As  always,  it 
would  be  a great  waste  of  your  precious  time 
to  sit  around  worried  about  your  health  or 
somebody  clse’s  health.  Health  is  a very 
important  issue  in  these  days  of  rampaging 
epidemics  and  ecological  crisis,  but  you  can 
get  so  tied  up  in  knows  that  your  whole  world 
becomes  so  tinv  and  out  of  focus.  Worst  of  all 


it  becomes  difficult  to  communicate.  This 
month,  broaden  your  horizons.  Consider 
different  aspects  of  your  work.  Branch  out. 

LIBRA  (SEP  23 -OCT  22):  The  little  tiny 
itsy-bitsy  baby  which  sits  at  the  very  center  of 
your  heart  begins  to  giggle  and  laugh  early  in 
the  morning,  sending  chills  of  happiness 
through  your  whole  being.  The  future  doesn't 
make  sense  anymore  and  all  the  time  you’ve 
spent  planning,  planning,  planning  is  gone 
forever  Concentrate  on  staying  in  the  real 
world  this  month  by  letting  the  innocent  little 
child  in  you  have  complete  control  of  all 
situations.  Grow  down. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23-  NOV  22):  How  and 
why  you  fit  into  your  family  situation  appears 
to  be  the  dominant  issue  in  your  life  this 
month.  Are  you  getting  enough  respect  for 
your  householding  efforts?  Do  you  need  to  do 
more  or  less?  Are  support  and  authority 
structures  in  the  home  still  strong  and 
productive?  Your  home  and  family  are  so 
important  to  you  now,  especially  if  you’ve 
decided  to  move.  Bind  together  and  take  a 
little  lime  every  now  and  then  to  listen  for  the 
birds  outside. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23-DEC  21): 
This  is  a month  for  lectures,  classes, 
workshops  and  seminars  of  all  sorts  as  your 
mind  reaches  out  for  something  new  and 
intriguing.  Gather  up  all  the  schedules  and 
look  for  events  which  are  not  too  expensive; 
sign  up  for  those  which  have  some  sorta 
psychic  attraction  for  you.  Your  inner  being 
needs  some  stimulation  desperately.  Feed  it 
with  spiritual  wisdom  and  new  age  idealism. 
PS:  Modest  exercise  can  stimulate  energy 
now. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22-JAN  19):  You 
may  not  have  noted,  but  February  is  always 
the  financial  month  in  your  year.  It’s  all 
money,  money,  money  with  a heavy 
concentration  on  how  much  you  don’t  have  or 
on  how  much  you  wish  you  had.  This  time 
around,  we  want  to  clear  away  all  the 
blockages  and  thought  systems  which  could 
keep  you  in  poverty.  This  time,  let’s  try  some 
real,  old-  fashioned,  all-American,  grossly 
demanding  selfishness.  Everyone's  entitled  to 
their  month  of  ME!  ME!  ME! 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20-FEB  18):  Well, 
well,  well,  it’s  birthday  time  again.  For  a 
person  who  was  born  a hundred  years  old 
already,  a little  birthday  in  1992  couldn’t 
possibly  feel  like  a very  big  deal.  But  you 
should  graciously  receive  all  the  love  and 
special  attention  your  lover  wants  to  give  you, 
even  if  you  can’t  understand  why.  He/she  gets 
so  wrapped  up  in  celebrating  your  birthday  it 
could  almost  be  embarrassing.  For  gifts, 
suggest  a lot  of  new  clothes. 

PISCES  (FEB  19-MAR  20):  All  the  pop 
astrologers  (the  crazy  ones)  believe  that  Pisces 
is  the  most  addictive  personality  in  the  zodiac. 
If  it’s  not  sex,  drugs  and  alcohol,  then  it’s 
yoga,  macrobiotics  and  trance  channelling. 
Periodically  the  universe  gives  you  a chance 
to  break  your  habits;  February  is  that  time 
right  now.  Bad  habits  are  always  good  to 
break,  but  so  are  good  ones,  especially  when 
you  lose  control  of  them.  Pick  one  or  two  or 
three  and  they’ll  go  away  by  March 

For  more  information  on  astrological 
consultations,  please  write  to  Robert  Cole, 
P.O.  Box  884561,  San  Francisco,  CA  94188. 
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by  Frank  Deadbeat 

Last  month  I told  you  about  some  of  the 
wonderful  new  jobs  that  will  be  created  in  a 
two-class  society:  "bool  lickers.  organ  donors, 
harem  eunuchs,  litter  bearers,  gladiators, 
human  toilets,  guinea  pigs..."  Well,  none  of 
those  jobs  are  really  new,  nor  is  being 
unemployed  or  unemployable  unique  to  this 
recession. 

For  me,  in  fact,  being  unemployable  is  a 
way  of  life  — hence  the  moniker.  And  yet, 
the  boy  must  cat.  Every  now  and  then  it’s 
necessary  to  lick  some  boot,  donate  an  organ 
or  two...  going  down  the  list  of  options, 
“guinea  pig”  is  clearly  the  most  desirable:  you 
don’t  have  to  get  your  hands  dirty. 

By  the  year  2000,  competition  for  this 
job  will  be  as  fierce  among  the  general 
workforce  as  it  now  is  among  us  marginal 
types;  experimental  test  subjects  will  form  a 
caste  unto  themselves,  made  up  primarily  of 
former  white  collar  workers  attracted  to  the 
clean  lab  environment,  the  reasonable 
remuneration  — $50  a day  to  test  new  drugs, 
new  chemicals  designed  to  rewrite  DNA, 
rejuvenate  the  desiccated  tissue  of  ancient 
millionaires...  “but  we  haven't  quite  gotten  the 
bugs  out  yet"  says  the  good  doctor,  watching 
through  one-way  glass  as  yet  another  subjects 
writhes  in  agony  on  the  pneumatic  oouch, 
transformed  into  a giant  beetle... 

As  with  any  career,  guinea  pigs  must 
start  at  the  bottom  and  work  their  way  up  to 
the  choicest  assignments.  The  first  study  I 
volunteered  for  was  decidedly  nasty:  testing 
various  cosmetics  for  allergic  skin  reactions. 
Little  bits  of  gauze,  each  soaked  in  a different 
chemical,  were  applied  directly  to  my  skin,  in 
two  rows  of  six  running  along  either  side  of 
my  spine  and  held  in  place  by  two  long  strips 
of  tape.  Once  week  1 showed  up  at  the  lab  to 
collect  $10  and  have  my  tape  changed,  the 
skin  under  the  “patches"  checked  for 
blistering.  Baths  and  showers  were  verboien. 
the  trips  to  and  from  the  lab  took  hours.,  all 
for  a lousy  $10.  This  was  in  the  late  70’s. 
When  I developed  a painful  skin  rash,  I was 


disqualified  - no  severance  pay. 

After  Ronald  Reagan  as  elected,  I 
volunteered  for  a study  involving  atropine  (a 
drug  derived  from  belladonna).  The  people 
running  the  experiment  refused  to  answered 
any  of  my  questions  about  who  was 
sponsoring  them  and  why  I was  told  the 
effects  of  atropine  are  similar  to  marijuana, 
but  the  doses  were  so  minuscule  I often 
couldn't  tell  if  they  had  given  me  the  drug  or 
substituted  a placebo.  Half  an  hour  after 
swallowing  the  pill,  I was  run  through  a series 
of  tests,  such  as  shooting  a target  in  a 
simulated  tank  battle,  crude  virtual  reality 
setup.  White  lab  coat  stood  behind  me.  writing 
on  a clipboard. 


Later,  I was  strapped  into  a big 
mechanical  chair  that  rocked  me  violently 
back  and  forth,  from  side  to  side,  around  and 
around,  while  a screen  attached  to  the  arm  of 
the  chair  showed  me  a picture  of  a starry  sky. 
I had  to  identify  the  brightest  star  in  two 
seconds  as  the  image  was  flashed,  then 
pinpoint  its  former  location  by  manipulating 
knobs  on  the  arms  of  the  chair,  moving 
vertical  and  horizontal  lines  on  the  darkened 
screen  until  they  intersected  at  the  target. 

Last  year,  I discovered  the  who  and  why 
of  this  experiment  atropine  was  issued  to 
American  soldiers  in  the  Persian  Gulf  as  an 
antidote  for  nerve  gas  I guess  the  government 
had  to  make  sure  our  boys  would  still  be  able 


to  shoot  straight. 

In  1984  I joined  the  Drug  Studies  Unit  at 
UCSF.  $50  a day  to  take  cocaine 

I had  to  lie  to  get  the  job  — "oh  yeah,  I 
freebase  all  the  time”  whereas,  in  fact,  my 
coke  experience  was  limited  to  a dozen  or  so 
lines  snorted  over  a span  of  years.  Electrodes 
hooked  me  up  to  various  machines  to  measure 
hart  rate,  brain  waves,  skin  temperature;  my 
spit,  blood,  urine  was  collected  into  vials, 
tubes,  beakers  labelled  with  my  name. 

The  coke  came  in  different  forms  and 
dosages:  tablet,  nasal  spray,  mainline...  a 
needle  in  my  arm  for  six  hours,  connected  to  a 
tube  through  which  the  periodic  doses 
dripped.,  a thoroughly  unpleasant  drug  when 
you're  confined  like  that  but  what  the  hell,  I 
had  my  choice  of  free  sandwiches  at 
lunchtime,  chicken  or  tuna  salad.  Once,  they 
overdosed  me  and  1 vomited  my  lunch...  I 
think  I had  the  tuna  that  day  but  it  was  hard  to 
tell. 

Not  long  ago,  an  acquaintance  of  mine 
volunteered  at  the  same  lab.  From  what  he 
told  me  — sitting  at  the  bar  with  little 
suction-cup  marks  of  the  electrodes  still 
visible,  as  if  an  octopus  had  wrapped  itself 
around  his  head  — I gathered  that  condition 
there  have  improved  considerably:  they  have  a 
color  TV  for  the  test  subjects  now.  and  the 
new  study  included  THC  as  well  as  coke. 

You  say  you'll  never  be  so  broke,  so 
unemployed,  to  even  consider  guinea  pigging? 
Afraid  the  drugs  might  damage  you.  Just 
wait!  Cocaine  and  atropine  are  nothing 
compared  to  the  synthetic  drugs  they’ll  be 
testing  on  you...  soon... 

And  as  you  writhe  on  that  pneumatic 
couch  and  feel  the  wiry  insect  hairs  stab  up 
through  your  skin,  just  tell  yourself:  “I  am  an 
instrument  of  science,  a soldier  in  the  march 
of  progress.” 

I’ve  heard  it  said  that  we  are  all  subjects 
in  the  same  experiment;  sometimes  I wonder 
who  the  hell  is  really  sponsoring  it,  and  why. 
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FOOD  TO  GO 

Tacos-Burritos-Chile  Relleno 
Enchiladas-Came  Asada-Flautas 


TRY  OUR 

WHOLE  WHEAT  TORTILLAS, 
ROWN  RICE  AND  BLACK  BEAN 


699  Valencia  St.  (@  18th) 
552-4429 


Open  10  - 10  Daily 


GUINNEA  PIGGING 


TO  THE  PICTURE 


Do-it  Yourself  Custom  Framing  & Gallery 


• Ready  Made  Frames 

• Hundreds  of  Samples 

• Southwest  Art 

• Latin  American  Art 

• Original  Art  on  Display 

• Layaway  Plan 

• Free  Estimates 


826-2321 


_ 934  Valencia  Street 

San  Francisco  (Bet.  20th  & 21st) 


"BAY  AREA'S  BEST  BURRITO " 

- SF  BAY  AREA  GUARDIAN 


1 7th  & 


open 

daily 

11:00  AM  TO  10:00  PM 

PHONE  431-3351 


TAQUERIA 


3071  —16th  STREET 
Bet.  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
OPEN  DAILY 
11  AM  to  12  PM 

864-8840 


TWO  LOCATIONS  TO  SERVE  YOU 


